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BY MEGAN GRIFFIN

Only 20 years old, Amanda Parks '10 has
taken the skills learned in her communications
classes and put together a campaign to get a
new generation into the legislature, as she runs
against 39-year-old Democratic incumbent Kim
Fawcett.
Parks is running for
state representative in the
133rd Assembly District
in Fairfield and Westport,
which includes the Fairfield
University campus.
"We are the future, so
why not start making progress now?" Parks asked,
disputing her critics, who
have questioned why a
PARKS
20-year-old would even
want to run for state government.
Parks, a junior at the University and lifelong town resident, is trying to change the face
of Connecticut politics. She is a non-traditional
candidate running a non-traditional campaign
and emphasizes green technology. Parks is not
the typical Republican, traditionally the party of
older white men.
"I think this is quite the stereotype," said Parks.
"There are many intelligent women in this party, on a local and nationINSIDE:
al level. Just look at SarEDITORIAL
ah Palin!"
P. 5
Wayne Parks, Amanda's
father and campaign manager, believes his daughter's motivation for running
for office started around the family dinner table,
when Amanda was in elementary school.
"How to make the world a better place is the
main dinner table discussion that Amanda was
brought up on," he said. He also noted that his
terms on Fairfield's legislative body strongly influenced Amanda's interest in politics as well.
Parks' desire to run stems from her conviction
that the Connecticut economy could prosper as in
years past if the legislature would refocus its apSEE "PARKS" ON P.

2

Voting for murder?
Catholics struggle to reconcile political
agendas with moral beliefs
BY LILY NORTON

What would you do if someone told you
that if you vote for Barack Obama, you are
a murderer? And, what if this person was
your priest?
As the 2008 election draws near, certain
members of the Catholic Church have been
attracting attention by making their staunch
pro-life stand known to all members of the
Catholic faith.
In Scranton, Pa., Catholics who have
attended church in recent weeks have heard
homilies in mass reminding them to think
about pro-life issues in the upcoming election, according to The New York Times.
Following the orders of Bishop Joseph
Martino, every priest in the diocese told
their congregation last week that voting
for the Democratic presidential candidate
Barack Obama is synonymous with committing homicide because he holds a prochoice platform.
Martino's actions, however, are enraging many of the members of the Catholic
faith, who say that the church's role is
to guide its people, rather than instilling
hostile orders.
"To say that any person who votes
for a pro-choice candidate is complicit in
suicide is stupid," said Fr. Michael Doody,

Fairfield's director of campus ministry. "That
has nothing to do with the gospel, and it
doesn't address the real issues."
Scranton is the childhood home of
Sen. Joe Biden. As Obama's chosen vicepresident, Biden brings serious attention
to these people as he is a Roman Catholic,
and pro-choice. Now his hometown, a
working-class Catholic city, has become
a battleground for the continuing debates
about the right to abortion.
In past elections, abortion rights have
sparked worldwide debates. Besides Martino, others have spoken out against voting for
pro-choice candidates like Bishop Raymond
Leo Burke, former Archbishop of St. Louis
and now Prefect of the Apostolic Signatura,
who has said that Catholics who support
abortion should not receive Communion.
Paul Lakeland, professor of Catholic
Studies, says that the people who hold these
stark beliefs are "loose cannons" and are not
representative of the Catholic Church demographic who, like the general American
population, are mostly anti-abortion, but do
not want to overturn Roe v. Wade.
Lakeland continued to say that abortion is only one pro-life issue of concern to
Catholics, who make up about a quarter of
SEE "VON ARX" ON P.
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Initiative prompts scorn from state educators
BY LOUIS BUCCHERI

"Raul Midon rocks out
Quick Center with
eyes shut"
p. 9

"Still chasing the big one"
p. 16

The Amethyst Initiative
popped the cork on the drinking age
discussion when it surfaced in July,
but opponents of the movement are
emerging and they want to put the
argument back on ice.
The Connecticut Association
of Schools (CAS) is among the
most recent groups to speak out
against the initiative. The organization stated in a press release that it
is "firmly opposed" to lowering the
drinking age, countering the coalition of 130 college and university
presidents calling for debate on
the topic. University president Fr.
Jeffrey von Arx was among the
first of these administrators to join
the movement, which CAS states

"Middle school and high
is rooted in a "desire" to
school educators across Connectilower the drinking age.
cut are dealing on a daily basis
Critics of the
with the devastating results
Amethyst Initiative
of the underage drinking
have argued that
that now occurs with the
the culture of highminimum legal drinkrisk drinking on
ing age of 21,"
college campuses
the organization
would be inherited
said in a writby high schools
ten statement.
if a change to the
"There is clear
drinking age were
and convincing
implemented. CAS
evidence that,
holds that lowering
when the drinkthe drinking age to
ing age is low18 would exacerered, the degree
bate the alcoholof teenage drinking
related problems
increases and so, too,
already plaguing
does
the incidence of suithe state's secondPh0t0
ary schools.
"lustration by Jon Ollwerther cide, automobile fa. - - - » . .....
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talities, alcohol-related injuries,
and school drop-outs."
The press release cites statistics from the National Highway
Traffic Administration, pointing to
alcohol-related crashes involving
drivers less than 21 years of age. It
also refers to research on the risks
of underage drinking, including the
effects of alcohol consumption on
the development of the brain. The
Connecticut Association of Schools
was unavailable for comment on
the release.
Tom Pellegrino, associate vice
president and dean of students,
said Fairfield's administration is
"vigorous" in addressing the problem of alcohol abuse, and that it is
SEE "FAIRFIELD" ON P. 3
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Parks hopes for dual role as student politician
CONTINUED FROM P.
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Chairman of Citigroup Inc. Sanford
(Sandy) Weill will speak at the University's
Charles F. Dolan lecture on Monday, Nov. 3,
according to a University press release. He is
expected to discuss the markets, leadership
and globalization. In addition, he will be
interviewed by his daughter, the chairman,
president and chief executive of National
Financial Partners.
The lecture series has featured many
visionaries and highly-reputable business
leaders since it began in 2001. Among his
business ventures, Weill has worked with
Citigroup, as chairman of several investment
corporations, and as director of the Federal
Reserve Bank of New York.

proach to energy production.
Parks said that she believes the state economy
would thrive if the state legislature would implement policies that would make Connecticut the
center for "green" technology, just as Silicon Valley was the center of technology for years.
"The way to generate revenue is to bring
the cutting edge manufacturers back to our state
sustaining our economy for decades by supplying
the worldwide demand for wind, hydro, solar and
fuel cell production," said Parks.
By bringing more jobs to Connecticut, she
believes the state can "stop the 'brain drain1 to New
York," which would eliminate some transportation
congestion.
As part of her initiative to bring reform to
state politics, she has turned down state funding
for her campaign and has asked her supporters to
simply place a white ribbon on their car antennas
or in front of their homes instead of lawn signs
or TV ads.
Contributed Photo
"The current legislature voted itself $5 milMs.
Parks
goes
to
Harford:
Amanda
Parks
'10
is
running
for
state
representative.
lion to spend on their own campaigns," she said
The Associate Vice President and Dean of Students Tom
of her decision not to accept state funding. "This
is not reform. This is money that could have been spent on health Pellegrino agreed that being a student while running for public
office is quite the challenge.
care or heating peoples' homes this winter."
"It is a remarkable objective and aspiration," he said. "As
No matter what Parks' message, her opponent, Fawcett, maintains that handling duties in Hartford, which are most demanding with anything that requires time, energy and commitment, I would
during May and June, will coincide with Parks' obligation to school imagine this will present its own challenges, but hopefully there
during finals period.
will also be rewards as well."
Fawcett has also expressed that Parks is already unable to
Fawcett says that Parks' ability to speak to her own generacompletely fulfill the position of a public office, having declined tion, on a campus that falls in their district, may be an advantage.
to participate in either of the two town forums planned for the She even believes that Parks could have a "Palin-effect" on the
campaign season.
local GOP.
"When you run for public office, you have to participate in
Until November, there is no way to determine if her youth
discussion of the issues," she said.
and message will encourage Fairfield residents to send her to
Parks sees being a student as being the same as other candi- Hartford.
dates who are lawyers, accountants or stay-at-home moms, like
In the meantime, Parks will go to class, babysit, and spend
Fawcett, who are representing the people in Hartford.
as much time as possible getting to know her.potential delegates,
Connecticut still has a citizen legislature, which means that no most of whom open their doors to Parks with a friendly smile.
one is a career politician, limiting the amount of time that actually
"I am incredibly impressed that a student is running," said
has to be spent in Hartford.
Fawcett. "I can only admire that."

Campus shooting kills two students

Political journalists spar in Quick Center

... where show us a young
conservative and we'll show
you someone with no heart.
Show us an old liberal and
we'll show you someone
with no brains.

IN THE KNOW
News briefs
BY KERI HARRISON

Charles F. Dolan lecture welcomes
chairman of Citigroup

The University of Central Arkansas became the latest college to endure a shooting on
campus this past Sunday night. Two students,
one freshman and one sophomore, were shot
and killed outside of a dormitory and another
non-student survived after being shot in the leg,
according to a CNN report.
Four suspects were in police custody by
Monday, the fourth turning himself in to police.
Arkansas police have said that none of the
suspects are students of the university and the
shooting did not seem to be at random.
According to the report, the campus was
put on lockdown and Monday classes were
cancelled. Classes resumed Tuesday while
candlelight vigils were held on campus for the
two students killed.

Two arrested in plans to kill Obama
and black children
Federal officials released details of a
botched plan in which two young men, who
claim they believe in "white power," schemed
to assassinate presidential candidate Barack
Obama as well as to kill black school children,
according to a New York Times article. The two
men, an 18-year-old and a 20-year-old, were
both arrested and charged in Tennessee.
According to court documents released by
the federal officials, the plan was serious but
did not look to have moved into an advanced
stage. However, the article states that the two
men had bought several rifles and planned to
kill 88 people and behead 14 African-Americans in addition to assassinating Obama.

BY CHRISTINA TOBIA

would triumph on Nov. 4, they both believe
the outcome will be very close. Brzezinski
pointed to Obama's success at running his
campaign "like a well-oiled machine,"
for his five-to-ten point lead going into
the election, while admitting such a lead
should have been greater given his advantages over Senator McCain.
Both attributed record-breaking
campaign fund-raising, unparalleled Web
presence, mass media appeal and success
at registering new voters to Obama's posi-

!
I

INSIDE

- SECTION B:

"WHO ARE YOU VOTING FOR?"

MSNBC anchor and co-host of
"Morning Joe," Mika Brzezinski and
P. 9
Conservative radio and television politij
THE MIRROR ENDORSES...
|
cal commentator and best-selling author,
P.10
Monica Crowley weighed in on the upcoming presidential election Monday night
at this point."
at the Quick Center.
Brzezinski and Crowleys' agreements
As part of the Open VISIONS
were also apparent when discussing a reForum, Brzezinski and Crowley shared
cent missed opportunity by McCain to gain
leverage over Obama.
their thoughts on hot-button issues
influencing voters before
Brzezinski pointed out that
answering a variety of
McCain missed a crucial opquestions from the audiportunity to restore confidence
ence.
in his principles by signing the
Brzezinski and CrowWall Street bailout bill. Had Mcley joined a packed audiCain rejected the agreement until
ence of University students,
it was stripped of the "pork" and
faculty and members of the
earmarks, Brzezinski believes,
community just eight days
"he would have been in Obama's
position right now—ahead three
before the presidential election. However, the closeness
to five points!"
Audience members asked
to Election Day did not
Brzezinski and Crowley their
educe any specific predicPhoto Illustration by Peter Caty
tions by either Brzezinski Master debaters: Liberal MSNBC news anchor Mika Brzezinski perception of Americans' reactions
or Crowley.
to the current economic crisis and
and conservative commentator Monica Crowley debated the
increasing foreign policy threats.
"Yes, if the election was upcoming election on Monday night at the Quick Center.
Despite McCain's current
held today, [Barack] Obama
would win," said Crowley. "But, time is on tion. Crowley pointed out that despite all of position trailing Obama, Crowley told the
Obama's advantages, McCain's extensive audience not to discredit McCain yet.
John McCain's side."
She explained how, "41 years ago
She said that voters who are unde- experience as a "fiercely independent concided at this point are more likely to vote servative," has kept him close to Obama yesterday," McCain narrowly escaped
for the "known brand" of McCain and his in the polls and gives him a viable shot at death by pulling himself free from his
parachute with his teeth after being shot
more than 20 years of Senate experience, the presidency.
"I felt as though they agreed on more down in North Vietnam.
as opposed to the junior Senator from Il"This is a man who knows how to
linois with only three years of experience points than they debated," said Josie
Amendola '11. "I think their opinions escape near death experiences—with his
in the Senate.
While Brzezinski and Crowley avoid- reflect that of most Americans, that the teeth," said Crowley.
ed making forecasts as to which candidate outcome of the election is unpredictable
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Won't you be our neighbor?
University neighbors' injunction limits use of athletic fields and noise
BY ALLIE RlTACCO
It's six o'clock on Wednesday afternoon
and a family is about to sit down to a nice,
quiet dinner. All of a sudden they can feel
the vibrations of music coming through their
silverware and the sounds of the latest pop
music filling their ears.
This scenario caused residents who
live on College Park Drive, just north of
University Field on the Fairfield University
campus, to file an injunction against the
university in 2000. Based on their noise
complaint, a resulting court order limits the
volume of the public announcement (PA)
system, music and lighting during athletic
contests and other university-related activities that take place on University Field.
While University administration said
that there have been few complaints about
the noise levels over the years, recently they
said they have received "scathing" e-mails
indicating that the athletic events in question
were not abiding to the legal settlement.
"This year I have gotten, on two occasions, complaints about the noise level from
the same person," said University Assistant
Vice President for Brand Management and
Public Relations Martha Milcarek. "This individual indicated that in the past years that
things have been OK from the standpoint of
the noise level but that this year he felt that
something was different with the noise."
After approaching five properties that
directly border University Field, the College
Park Drive residents chose not to answer the
door or refused to comment on the record on
the situation. Charlie Rhudy, whom the University recognized as the unofficial leader
of the neighborhood association, refused to
comment on recent incidents as well.

The injunction itself states that warmup music and air horn use are limited, the
sound system must not be used for play-byplay commentary, before 9 a.m. Monday
through Saturday, or prior to 10 a.m. on
Sunday, and the bleachers and speakers must
be moved away from the property line. The
noise volume must not exceed 50 decibels,
where 45 decibels is normal conversation
and 70 decibels is that of a dog barking, ac-

look at it as a change of use, and neither did
the zoning office in town," said Doris.
"If we had no restrictions it would be
much easier. But life doesn't work that way,"
he added. "Life is set on compromises and
getting into rules that work for everybody."
Vice President for Student Affairs Mark
Reed said that the relationship between
Fairfield and its neighbors is good overall
and is mutually beneficial.
"In terms of sporting events, the number
of complaints is quite
few," he said. "There
is a tendency for some
to think that a couple, a
few, or even a handful
of complaints or inquiries is indicative of a
major problem."
He also noted that
some of the calls are
merely inquiries into
the situation and further information leads
Peter Caty/The Mirror to a resolution.
However, some stuTense relations: Fairfield's University Field has limited
hours and noise on University Field due to an injunction filed dent athletes feel the restrictions are too harsh.
by the neighbors who live on College Park Drive.
Jenna DiBernardo,
cording to the Hearing Center in Ansonia.
a senior member of the softball team, said,
Fairfield Athletic Director Gene Doris "If the noise level must be softer than a
said that the injunction was filed within barking dog, then wouldn't it make sense
two years of the constructing of University that the neighbors shouldn't be allowed to
Field into an artificial surface because of have dogs.
the need of practice space and an act of
"If we are talking about a relationship
injury prevention.
that recognizes the rights of both sides,
"The neighbors didn't like the idea that then a barking dog may disturb the college
we were now utilizing the field time more students who are working hard everyday to
than we were using it before because it was1 study and get a good education," she said.
DiBernardo also said that neighbors
never in good enough shape ... we didn't

Fairfield seeks to address
drinking in a 'holistic manner'
CONTINUED FROM P.

1

important to revisit the University's reason for
participating in the Amethyst Initiative in light
of recent opposition.
"Our position and motivation in signing on
to the initiative is to engage the public in a full
and fair examination of all issues related to the
21-year-old drinking age," Pellegrino said.
"I don't think there is any strong disagreement between CAS and higher education institutions on the notion that the
21-year-old drinking
age presents a unique
set of challenges to the
college campus. Indeed, CAS's statement
is wholly consistent
with Fairfield's desire
to have a full articulation of the issues and
impacts of any change
PELLEGRINO
to the drinking age."
Pellegrino also noted that CAS's primary objection to lowering the
drinking age involves the impact it could have
on secondary schools. As a result, he added, the
organization's position is "not necessarily directed at or related to the college experience."
He added that high-risk drinking behavior
is being "learned and observed" by middle and
high school students, presenting a unique challenge in these areas.
Scores of local high schools have
started administering Breathalyzer tests
on school grounds in the past year to curb
underage drinking.
In 2006, Connecticut passed legisla-

tion that fines anyone who provides alcohol to minors.
The Amethyst Initiative, founded by
former Middlebury College President John
McCardell, has been recruiting college presidents and chancellors for more than a year.
Proponents point to alcohol education "that
mandates abstinence as the only legal option"
as ineffective, and argue that 18-year-olds are
deemed capable of voting, signing contracts,
serving on juries and enlisting in the military,
but are prohibited from drinking legally.
The overwhelming amount of young
people using fake identification is another argument the movement hinges on. The drinking age
is largely maintained by the National Minimum
Drinking Age Act passed by Congress in 1984.
The bill is up for reauthorization next year.
The CAS joins other organizations —
Mothers Against Drunk Driving chief among
them —in opposing the Amethyst Initiative.
Pellegrino said the harmful effects of alcohol
abuse are obvious regardless of one's stance on
the issue. In searching for a solution, he said
Fairfield is exploring all aspects of the situation,
including the prospect of an altered minimum
drinking age.
"At the end of the day, even among those
who disagree about whether the drinking age
should change, one thing is abundantly clear,
and that is that underage drinking and in particular, abusive and harmful drinking is a societal problem," he said. "Fairfield University is
vigorous in addressing this problem in a holistic
manner, but the school cannot do this alone.
"The Amethyst Initiative has already
succeeded in bringing many features of this
national epidemic to the public attention and
discourse," Pellegrino said.

should anticipate the noise due to their
proximity to the University.
"The relationship between the campus
and its neighbors must be respected and
worked on by both sides to keep a happy
medium, but this is a University," she said.
"Most college towns welcome the schools
with open arms and support their local universities with a great deal of spirit, rather
than making it a hassle for them to be in
such close proximity."
Field hockey player Kat Donovan
'10 echoed similar feelings that warm-up
mixes are barely audible.
She also added, "Night games would
be great because when we have to play at
three or four in the afternoon, the sun is
blinding and I feel we could draw more
of a crowd ... for night games rather than
mid-afternoon games."
Field hockey assistant coach Kara
Zappone indicated that the coaching staff
has a growing concern because her players
are sometimes forced to practice during the
middle of the day in the August heat due
to the restrictions.
"I have found our neighbors to be
generally supportive of the university and
pleased to live so closely to it," said Reed.
"In the town of Fairfield, 'University area'
is a popular descriptor found in real estate
listings and signals a highly desirable and
attractive part of town."
Milcarek said the University will continue to build relationships with neighbors.
"I stress to the neighbors that the university has its right to operate its business,"
she said. "But we have an obligation to be
caring for our neighbors and be sensitive to
them. So I think it is a matter of going fight
down the middle and striking a balance."

Photo Illustration by Chris Simmons

Marching for life: Abortion is one of several political issues that create complex issues for Catholics and for the current political election.
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Vote according to conscience

CONTINUED FROM P.
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the electorate nationwide.
In preparing for the election, the U.S.
Catholic bishops issued Catholics a pamphlet entitled "Forming Consciences for
Faithful Citizenship," calling Catholics to
reflect on their faith before making political decisions.
The document emphasizes the importance for Catholics to make moral choices.
First among those fundamental ethical
principles is the dignity of the human person and his or her consequent right to life,
"the most fundamental human good and the
condition of all the others."
Doody explained that the right to life
can be looked at through a "number of different prisms" and that abortion is "one right
to life issue among many."
"I'm anti-abortion, but more importantly, I'm pro-life," he said.
University President Fr. Jeffrey von
Arx agreed with Doody, saying that the
issue of abortion should not be a determinant of your vote, but that much contemplation should go into which candidate
you support.
"The first thing that a person of the
Catholic Church would say is that any
person, certainly any Catholic, has an
obligation to vote according to his or her
conscience. For Catholics, we believe that

our consciences are formed in relationship
to the teachings of the church," he said,
"but that doesn't mean that we accept them
unthinkingly or without question."
Lakeland also said that another main
goal of the Catholic Church is serving the
common good.
As a professor, he also believes Fairfield
instructors should not tell students what to
think but how to think about issues in the
presidential election.
"The Catholic tradition says the most
fundamental principle in life in general, and
in political life, is an absolute commitment
to human dignity," said Lakeland. "Now, I
can't tell any student how to access the positions of Obama or McCain or anybody else,
but that's the way you've got to look at it.
"The bishops have said that, whether
a candidate is Catholic or not, you may
not vote for such candidate because he or
she is pro-choice," he said, "but you can
certainly look at all the positions they
maintain, all the positions they're opponent maintains, and say that one candidate
is going to represent our interests better
— so of course Catholics can vote for a
pro-choice candidate."
In speaking out against recent outbursts
of conservatives, Doody agreed, saying that
voting for a pro-choice candidate "can't
be a litmus test of whether you are a good
Catholic or not."
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Campus crime beat:
TV destroyed, funny smells and climbing through windows

Mirror
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9:00 a.m. A motor vehicle accident involving a student
and a University vehicle occurred. No injuries were sustained
by either party.

BY DANIEL LEITAO

Wednesday, Oct. 22
10:14 p.m. A TV set's brackets collapsed in the Dolan
School of Business and the TV was destroyed.
It is not believed to have been caused by
foul play.

Alexandra Gross
EDITOR IN CHIEF
Tom Cleary
MANAGING EDITOR

9:30 p.m. A fallen tree hit a campus operations vehicle
at maintenance complex. The accident was said to
be due to wind.
Monday, Oct. 26

Lily Norton
ASSISTANT MANAGING EDITOR

Friday, Oct. 24
4:59 a.m. A caller reported several unknown males trying to access Jogues through
a window. Public Safety responded and identified the individuals, who admitted to gaining
access to the building through a window due to
not having stag cards on themselves. Students
were referred to student conduct.

11:12 a.m. A fire hydrant by the
Dolan School of Business was hit by an
unknown vehicle. The Fairfield Fire Department was contacted and the hydrant
was taken off line.
11:51 p.m. An odor believed to be mari
juana was detected in Jogues Hall. The Fairfield
Police Department was called and responded. The
students were referred to student conduct.

10:26 a.m. A fake ID was found in possession by a
student and was confiscated by Public Safety. The student
was then referred to judicial.
9:41 a.m. A power outage occurred across campus.
Power was restored around 12:30 p.m.

Sunday, Oct. 25
1:44 a.m. A student refused to present ID for a RA.
Public Safety was notified and student was referred to
student conduct.

5:43 p.m. The smell of gas was reported in Jogues Hall.
Officers responded and found no risk present. The hallway
was then "ventilated.
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Jennifer Lee Magas
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Pis call Sarah at 203.256.9436
DANCE INSTRUCTOR WANTED
For Fairfield Studio
2008-2009 Season Sept. - May
To teach intermediate/semi-advanced jazz and
tap class
Thursday evenings: 7:00-8:00 P.M.
Please call: 255-2775 or 256-8666

OPERATIONS MANAGER
Christopher Tsombanos
ASSOCIATE MANAGERS...Christina Tobia, Keith Connors
ADVISER
Dr. James L. Simon
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Parents and alums share glory

Cheers all around
Testing the capabilities of an undergraduate
It's hard enough to get most students involved, especially in politics. There is a perception of student apathy on
campus, but with a presidential election fast approaching,
there has been recent discussion and student support for
candidates. Amanda Parks '10 is also eradicating the notion
of student apathy. Rather than merely voting for a candidate,
she has become one. It is an ambitious endeavor to run for
state representative at any age, let only a 20-year-old fulltime student. While there may be times that her classes and
her duties to constituents conflict, it is a noble action to try to
bring youth and change into the political arena.
Parks refused to accept state funding for her campaign,
instead deciding to draw attention to the fact that the money
could have been used for health care or supporting impoverished families. She also plans to introduce plans to promote
more "green" jobs in Connecticut, which would not only add
jobs, but also improve the environment.
She may be young and inexperienced, and perhaps her
duties will conflict with being a full-time student, but her
initiative should be applauded. At the worst, she is at least
making her voice heard.
Basketball reaches new heights
Athletic Director Gene Doris hired two new basketball
coaches in two years to change the direction of the programs.
Men's head coach Ed Cooley enters his third season as the
man in charge while women's head coach Joe Frager is set
to begin his second. Both coaches are young and known for
their recruiting abilities. Cooley's teams have made late runs
in the MAAC both years, while Frager's team won 20 games
in his inaugural season, narrowly missing a post-season
tournament bid.
This season, both teams look even brighter. Cooley has
brought in several solid recruiting classes and now that is
starting to bear fruit. Cooley is not afraid to play young
athletes, but now, his young players should start to mature.
For that reason, the men's basketball team was picked second
behind Siena in the MAAC Pre-season polls. Siena advanced
to the second round of the NCAA tournament last season.
Frager inherited a veteran team from Dianne Nolan,
the former coach. He emphasized defense and a half-court
offense last season and brought new energy to the program.
The women's team lost its leading-scorer and sixth-woman,
but he returns four starters and now, with some new recruits,
can hopefully make a run to knock off Top-25 power Marist.
Fairfield was chosen second in the MAAC to Marist.
The editorial represents the opinion of the majority of The Mirror editorial board.
What is your opinion? Write to us: mirror.comment@gmail.com

THE FAIRFIELD MIRROR
The Mirror welcomes the opinions
and contributions of its readers:
Letters to the editor must be timely and submitted by disk,
e-mailed to themirror.feedback@mail.com
or submitted through our Web site: www.fairfieldmirror.com.
Once received, all letters become property of The Mirror.
There are no guarantees of publication and all submissions must be signed.
The Mirror teserves the right to edit letters and articles fot content,
length and grammatical error. Letters should be free of obscenities
and personal attacks, and should contain correct and factual information.
Please keep letters to under 350 words.
Include a daytime phone number at which the author can be reached.

The Mirror is in room 104 of Barone Campus Center

In reference to this weekend'sfirst combined Parents and Homecoming Weekend. Share your thoughts, experiences and criticisms
of the weekend by sending an e-mail to mirror.comment@gmail.com.

What my tour guide never told me
BY JANELLE CECCO

what your tour guide never told
you, what would you say?
Taking a tour only gives you
an idea of the school's atmosphere,
but it is not until you are actually a
part of the community that you feel
on the inside - hopefully.

ate from Fairfield without owning
at least one item that has the name
Here at Fairfield, when we
Vera Bradley, Longchamp, Jack
see tours walking through Barone
Rogers, or David Yurman.
or the library we .can't help but
„As for the. guys, you will be
reflect on the tedious process of
caught walking around campus
college searching. The endless
at least once wearing your TopSiders and/or Vineyard
applications, tours
Vines Shep Sweatshirt.
and interviews, all
in hopes of finding
For the most part,
that one college that
the "labels" listed
above, are stereotypes
is "you."
After a while,
that exist here on our
the pros and cons of
very own campus.
Some may be offended
each school seem to
mesh together, and
and some may laugh at
this conformity.
it's like you were right
The truth is, no
where you started;
matter where you go,
frustrated, confused,
stereotypes exist. Just
and stressed.
as there are pros and
What is it about
cons with each college
1073 North Benson
you toured, there are
Rd. that made you finally say Fairfield is
pros and cons within the
community you chose
where I want to be?
as "the best."
Was it the variety of
Will these stereoclubs? A sport? A
types ever be broken, so
scholarship?
that in the near future the
Regardless, for
prospective students will
the majority of the
have a different general
students here, it was
idea of Fairfield's atmothat one unique assphere, or will the same
pect of Fairfield that
categories exist?
made us say, "This is
It is up to us to dimy home."
versify the community
However, when
here at Fairfield, so that
looking back at your
if we were ever asked
tour of Fairfield UniVeronica Florentino/The Mirror
versity, was it every- Thekeyto Fairfield: One of the many items Fairfield girls to give a random fact
about Fairfield to a tour
thing you thought it depend on.
group, it would not be
would be? Maybe it
was when your tour guide led you
Would you tell them that the these automatic stereotypes but
through the beautiful quad or the library is not only a place to study instead be that one thing that sets
state of the art science center that and meet with class groups but is Fairfield apart from the rest.
So next time you walk past a
it all settled in.
also considered to be an ultimate
tour, think about what you would
Or maybe, it was the com- place to socialize?
plete opposite. Maybe the tour
Or that no matter what hap- tell them.
You never know, your ranturned you away from Fairfield.
pens, it is inevitable that on the
Which leads me to an inter- weekends you will end up at the dom fact could be what makes
or breaks their decision about
esting proposition for the entire infamous beach at least once.
If you're a girl, it is almost Fairfield.
student body: If you could stop
a tour group now and tell them safe to say that you will not gradu-
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HAPPY HALLOWEEN^

y,fcoofeing ftot ani

keeping it elassjj
BY GABRIELLA TUTINO

Halloween: A time when children
dress up to collect candy and college
girls dress up to impress boys.
Most girls I know want to wear
(and are going to wear) a sexy costume:
a French maid, a sailor girl, a stewardess, etc. Other girls take child-friendly
costumes, like girl scouts or an animal,
and slut it up with shorter skirts, tighter
tops and sexy leg wear and heels.
It's fine to want to dress up sexy.
Women are more confident when they
look and feel sexy. We're all attention
whores at heart, and Halloween is one
of the few nights when we can thrust
ourselves into the spotlight and get
away with it.
While getting ready for the Halloween dance last Friday, which turned
out to be lame, I could hear my friends
outside my door saying: 'This isn't slutty
enough,' 'I don't want to be too slutty,'
'Open shirt or shorter skirt?' Decency,
I feel, has always been an issue, especially when it comes to Halloween
costumes. Progressively, costumes have
been getting flashier, crazier, skankier
and shorter, and almost every teenaged
female has worn such a get-up.
As a person who believes in understated sexiness and modesty, I am
puzzled as to the reason why girls want
to dress like sluts. Is wearing a short
skirt really that comfortable? Is it possible to breathe in the two-sizes-toosmall spandex? How are you not frozen
in a barely-there tube top? Sure, the
guys may be all over you, but it's only
because of the way you're dressed.
On a scale of one to 10, 10 being
the trashiest, most female costumes
sold in stores are a five. Even in places
like Ricky's NYC, a place for all your
Halloween slut needs, all costumes are
pretty wearable without being trashy.
Hemlines are just short enough to cover

your privates and outfits are just
tight enough to not expose your
panty line (if you're even wearing
underwear) or bra straps.
It is when girls accessorize |
with their costumes - hiking
up their skirts, opening their
blouses, adding fishnets and
pumps, wearing intense makeup- that costumes become more
and more slutty. .
The previous experience of
my friends' getting ready fresh in
my mind, I was quite surprised
to see that the ladies of Fairfield
were decently dressed at the
Halloween dance. Although a
few midriffs were exposed, the
majority of the females there
were able to keep their 'lady
lumps' hidden. Dancing behavior Wait-what's my costume again?: College is a time for
aside, everyone looked clean and females to show off some provocative costumes,
appropriate, even in short shorts
and elongating knee-highs.
BY ELIZABETH CONNORS
Maybe you're reading this, wondering what the hell I mean by dressing
For college students, Halloween can present
appropriately and decently. I'm all about a conflict. How old is too old to celebrate Halshowing skin, just not all of it at once, loween? And for most students, is it just another
so I've decided to compose a short list excuse to party?
of rules that will clear things up:
College-aged students can fall into one
1. Bras and underwear please!
or more categories on Halloween. Let's break
2. Cover up! This doesn't mean them down.
super long skirts and turtlenecks. Just
First you have girls and sometimes guys
make sure your ass isn't exposed. If you who use Halloween as an excuse to wear little to
have to buy hot pants, do so. Cleavage is nothing. To quote the movie Mean Girls, "Halok, but you can't be bursting out.
loween is the one night a year when girls can
3. A little midriff is ok. Full stom- dress like a total slut and no other girls can say
ach exposure should only apply to anything about it."
outfits that call for it: belly-dancers,
I can recount numeroo's time I have run into a
cheerleaders, Britney Spears-type girl who was wearing a miniskirt, heels and tank
top who could not recall what their costume actuschoolgirls etc.
4. If your outfit is too tight to the ally was. I understand that it can be fun dressing
point where you can't breathe, get rid of up as something you're not for the night. Howit. You won't be comfortable at all.
ever, as a concerned citizen, I ask you girls, please
5. To sex something up, add fish- don't make us look at parts that we don't want to
nets or knee high socks.
see, or at least put a jacket on so you don't catch
With that in mind, I hope you all a cold walking up to the townhouses.
have a skank-free Halloween.
These girls tend to collide with another

delegating
college stgle
category: guys who don't dress up in costume, but participate by appreciating the
girls' costumes. This doesn't seem fair to
me, because if girls have to dress up for
attention, guys should have to do more than
just stand there. Has Susan B. Anthony
accomplished nothing?
Then there are the people who use
Halloween as an excuse to have a party. But
seriously, do we really need an excuse anymore? This is usually my way of celebrating
Halloween, complete with costume of course.
Costumes are optional of course, although
they do make things more interesting. The
parties do involve tricks and treats, just
maybe not the kind you used to get in your
plastic pumpkin when you were seven.
Next you have the kids at heart group,
who still faithfully dress in full costume every
year, which begs the question: How old is
too old? Whether it's just to get a kick out of it,
or because you enjoy getting free candy I have
one piece of advice for you. If you ARE planning on going trick-or-treating, take a younger
sibling or cousin with you as an excuse. No one
wants to open their door and give away free stuff
to an 18-year-old college kid wearing jeans, a
sweatshirt and a mask, or even worse, a full-on
character costume. And please be considerate of
the younger kids who are actually trying to enjoy
the holiday.
In college, there is also the possibility of
staying in for the night and ignoring the holiday
altogether. This approach can be especially useful
when Halloween falls on a Monday night with a
midterm the next day. But as Halloween's on a
Friday this year, I say get out! And if you must
stay in, at least get in the spirit and watch a scary
movie or eat some candy corn.
The great thing about Halloween is that
when you wake up the next morning it's November, and that means a new month and a
new start. So enjoy the last night of October
and no matter how you choose to celebrate
it, have an awesome Halloween!

Word on the Street: What are you going to be for Halloween?
"At the mall they have cardboard
cutouts ofJohn McCain, Barack Obama
and Hillary Clinton, and my plan was to
just tape that to my body. But that would
be a lazy Halloween costume... so I'm
kind of at a loss."

"Well, my son is going as Wolverine
from the X-Men, so I've got to be another member of the X-Men... whatever
he wants me to be."

"I'm going to be a philosopher.
I'm going to put a sheet on me sort
of like a toga, and I'll have a white
shirt. I haven't gotten a laurel wreath
yet, but I'm working on it."

"Actually, I don't celebrate Halloween because in my Church, I'm
Seventh Adventist, and I guess they
believe that Halloween is like, celebrating the devil, so..."

"I'm gonna be a hick.
I'm probably gonna wear
a flannel shirt and Timbs
and shorts. I'll probably
have cigarettes coming
out of my arm."

Editor: Meghan Schelzi
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Making a pimped out pumpkin
After waiting in line to select the
perfect pumpkin, students gathered their
supplies and used their artistic talents to
decorate. Using paint and brushes (or
when the brushes ran out, using their fingers), they decorated their pumpkins in the
spirit of Halloween.
"Halloween-is one of my favorite
holidays, so I'm really excited for all of
the Halloween-themed events on campus,"
said Gabriella Tutino '12.
Once the pumpkins were finished,
students could participate in a dough-

nut-on-a-string eating contest by holding their hands behind
As the temperature dropped to a chilly
their backs and using
level outside on Thurs., Oct. 23, hordes of
Fairfield students crowded around tables
only their mouths to
get the doughnuts off
inside the Barone Campus Center, paintbrushes and pumpkins in hand.
the strings. Though
challenging for the
The excitement level was high; "It's
participants, it was
been a long week, with midterms and
definitely a highlight
papers. I've been looking forward to
for the viewers.
Pimp Your Pumpkin the entire time," said
"It was really funBridgette Sliva '12. "I even got here early
ny to watch," said Ali
to get a good pumpkin."
Foreman '12. "I
knew I probably
would've been horrible at it if I had
tried, so I preferred
watching everyone
else try."
FUSA also
provided plenty
of fall food for the
event - pumpkin
and apple pie, candy-filled goodie
bags and cider.
"It was a fun idea - the food was
great!" said Meghan Healy '12.
Even class president Charlie
Knights' 12 got in on the fun, declaring
that he had "the pimpin'-est pumpkin
around!"
The competition among decorated
Mikaela Tierney/The Mirror
pumpkins was tough, however - designs
Pimpin' It: As the holiday quickly approaches, students got into the Halloween spirit at
FUSA's Pimp Your Pumpkin event last Thursday by decking our their pumpkins with color- varied from the usual jack-O-lantern faces
ful paint,
-•' to intricate and scary Halloween scenes.
BY MlKAELA TlERNEY

The artistic skills of the Fairfield
student body were impressive, and are
now being displayed on pumpkins located
throughout campus.
Take a look down around the dorms
- pumpkins are lining the hallways, signs
of the approaching holiday.
"Pimp Your Pumpkin really got us
in the Halloween spirit!" said Carly CutT
ler '12, who was excited to display her
pumpkin.

■

Burning Questions with...
Justin Smith
BY DREW GARLAND

Burning Questions is back again this week, and after an excellent
interview with Patti Covino, I decided to put one of my peers on the
hot seat. Our subject this week is Justin Smith, vice president of the
class council for the class of 2010. He took time out of his very busy
schedule to hold an interview with The Mirror.
SMITH

The Mirror: How did you first get involved in FUSA?
Justin Smith: Well, basically Tim Rich '08 yelled at me until I got

involved in Senate.
TM: If you could change one thing about Fairfield, what would it be?
JS: One thing? I would make Drew Garland a more prevalent face on campus. (Laughs)
But seriously, it would be nice to be listened to by all administrators.
TM: How is it working with Class of 2010 President Brendan Monahan?
JS: He can be a bit intimidating and violent, but his striking good looks and terrific personality make FUSA worthwhile.
TM: What do you guys have planned for the rest of the year?
JS: Right now, we are collaborating with companies outside of the University in order to
double our budget. We have some great ideas in their preliminary stages, and we are always
open to ideas.
TM: In your opinion, which is the best Rocky movie?
JS: Wow, I'd have to say "Rocky 3," Rocky fights Hulk Hogan. Best fight ever.
TM: Interesting. Do you prefer apple pie or peach cobbler?
JS: Apple pie, peach is the worst. Also, Peach is a character in Mario.
TM: This is true. Who is your favorite professional wrestler of all time?
JS: Of all time? I loved Bam Bam Bigelow, Yokozuna, and Rey Mysterio is an underrated
athlete, but X-Pac is legendary.
TM: Justin, thanks for your time. Finally, who is your favorite reporter on The Mirror?
JS: Chris Simmons, Tom Cleary, Veronica Florentino, Joe Carretta, Meghan Schelzi.. .and
Drew Garland has no talent. Although, he could bench-press my house if interested.

IRHA Children's
Book Drive
She and other representatives of IRHA will
be
bringing all of the donated items to a
BY JESSICA GIORDANO
NEACURH conference, where they will
We all remember the classic children's then distribute all of the puzzles and books
books we used to read with our parents to The Children's Study Home.
First year students that donate at
before bedtime. Our moms would finish
"The Runaway Bunny" and before the least five items will receive First Year
back cover closed, we would be hand- Experience (FYE) credit and fulfill the
ing her "Goodnight Moon," begging her community service component of the requirement.
for one more
So freshbook before
man, don't forthe lights
get to swipe
were turned
your StagCard
off.
when you drop
Many
off your items
young kids
at the Barone
would conCampus Censider readter Info Desk.
ing "Cloudy
"We[also]hope
With
A
that upperChance of
classmen
Meatballs"
a privilege.
Photo Illustration by Peter Cady choose to support this grea
That's why the Helping kids get those fun nighttime storyInter-Residen- books: IRHA sponsors a Children's Book Drive to cause for the
sheer benefit of
tial Housing give literature to kids.
helping those
Association
(IRHA) is sponsoring a Children's Book who are less fortunate, said Hoegen.
So, if you're lucky enough to have
Drive from Oct. 14 through Nov. 19.
Students can donate children's books, your car on campus, pick up a coloring
chapter books, coloring books and puzzles book or two next time you pass CVS on
to benefit The Children's Study Home, an your daily Dunkin' Donuts run.
And for all you freshman, tell your
organization devoted to providing new or
gently used books and toys for less fortu- parents to rummage through those boxes
in the attic, pack up a couple of your old
nate children.
Sara Hoegen '12 and the Dolan Hall books and send them over (along with
Residential Community Council (RCC) homemade cookies) in a care package.
After all, we all know it's fantastic getPresident explained that Hoegen is a member of North East Affiliate of College and ting one of those little white slips in your
University Residence Halls (NEACURH). mailbox.
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Service Learning merges classroom, community together
in 1989.
"The experience motivated
my interest to become a teacher
and researcher. That service learning course remains one of the most
important experiences I had as an
undergraduate student and I hope
that, 20 years from now, a few of the
students in the grant writing course
feel the same way," he said.
Service Learning is built upon
the Ignatian pedagogy of experience, reflection and evaluation.
Students working with organizations in communities impacted by
poverty further illustrate Fairfield
University's mission of "men and
women for others."
"Service learning helps stuHelping hands: Fairfield's Service Learning component offers a new perspective
dents to explore how they can be
to classes.
nurses, accountants, etc. while
contributing back to society," said Melissa Quan, director of
BY DENISE LIGRECI
the Office of Service Learning. "And that's what the Jesuit
Kristen Allen '09 sits down on Sunday evening to do her ideals are about."
Service Learning has existed on campus unofficially for 20
homework for her grant writing class. She searches different
years
in Greiner's and Primavera's classes. However, in 2005, a
Web sites looking for applicable grants for the organization
Homes for the Brave, a transitional living facility for home- group of faculty and administrators attended a conference where
less veterans and non-veterans. She works extra hard, not only they discovered Fairfield was one of two Jesuit Universities
because she wants an A, but because she has met the veterans without an official service learning program. Under University
who live at Homes for the Brave and knows how important it President Fr. Jeffrey von Arx, Fairfield developed an Office of
Service Learning in the Center for Faith and Public Life.
is that she finds funding sources for them. ,
While many of the Service Learning classes are concentratGrant Writing, co-taught by Tom Sobocisnki and David
Sapp, is one of the 20 Service Learning classes Fairfield Uni- ed in the School of Arts and Sciences, there are currently three
versity is offering for the current school year. Service Learning classes designated in the School of Business, two in the School
links acadereiifc:studies and community-based service together of Nursing, and one in the Graduate School of Education.
"We started out behind and we've moved ahead of other
to give students real life experience while meeting the needs
schools," said Quan. "Service Learning is in line with our
of the community.
Sapp was inspired to design Grant Writing as a service strategic plan and we have had the support of Fr. von Arx and
learning course by a service learning class he took himself enthusiasm from the professors."
The Service Learning Program recently changed so profesas an undergraduate student at the University of Minnesota
■

sors can apply for their class to be a service learning class. This
allows the school to track how many service learning classes a
student has taken. There is potential for honoring students who
have taken multiple service learning classes at graduation or
for creating a service learning scholar track.
"That method of teaching is unique to Jesuit institutions,
and is a way for the instructor and the students to 'make the
journey together'," said Winston Tellis, professor of IS220 and
IS350. "One aspect of Ignatian Pedagogy is that the course
material should be brought to life for the students. I feel that
service learning is a marvelous tool for doing just that."
Students in IS350 traveled to Managua, Nicaragua to work
on two projects at UCA, a sister Jesuit school. The students assisted FDL, the largest microfinance institution in Nicaragua,
in selecting appropriate software to run the banking business
and helped the organization create self-sustaining businesses
for its poor population.
Michael Curran '09 was a student in IS220. "We had one
class to do assignments and presentations while the other class
was a trip to Prospect House where we taught the residents
there to use computers," explained Curran. "It was incredible
to see people who didn't know how to turn on a computer,
much less use one."
There are also many professional advantages to service
learning classes."The students benefit by getting writing
samples and reference letters that they can use for graduate
school, post-graduation employment, and summer internship
applications," said Sapp. "They also benefit from the experience of working with community leaders who are dedicated to
solving important social problem."
"I think one service learning class should be part of the
core in the future," added Curran.
Colleen Gibson '09 said the service learning classes have
been fundamental in her education and shaping who she is
as a person.
"The ideas I've been taught through service learning have
lasted with me long after I forgot what I needed to know for the
midterm," said Gibson. "Ultimately, by putting my education
into action, it has become a part of me, a part of who I am and
how I live my life."
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Duffy wins FUSA
Presidency
by Joshua O'Connell
After hours of waiting, and
in front of a gathering of
over 200 people, the results
were made official: Paul
Duffy defeated Kevin
Neubauer in a large victory.
Duffy received 783 votes
while Neubauer received
370.
Jillian Grant was re-elected
as VP of Programming with
approximately 65% of the
while Brett Ritterback
i Saville in a

MIRROR
ONLINE

WEEKLY Pou.
Who should win the
FUSA election?
f iKevin Neubauer
Q Paul Duffy
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• Read Thursday's paper in advance - new
issue online Wednesday night
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Raul Midon
rocks out
Quick Center
with eyes shut
BY LILY NORTON

Raul Midon, a blind man, came to talk about his experiences Friday at the Quick Center. But, rather than discussing
his experiences, he communicated through song.
The New York City singer/songwriter is a pop music
genius. He is able to make a one-man-playing guitar show
sound like a whole jazz band. He can make his guitar sound
like a keyboard, and also uses it as a drum that sets the cool
beat under his bluesy voice.
The Quick Center was not even half-filled but that just
added to the creation of a cafe-like ambiance.
One of the first songs the singer played was "It's All in
Your Mind," from his first album "State of Mind." He told
the audience that the song is about a boy mbving to New York
City, and, with a sense of humor, proceeded to explain that
Myspace.com
"it's completely totally non-biographical."
Blind guitarist opens audience's eyes: The talented musician Raul Midon
On this song, among others, Midon exhibited his graced the stage at the Quick Center last Friday,
excellent innovation in style and his talented finger work
on the guitar; '
Midon ended the show by playing one of his more romantic tunes,
Midon's style ranges from jazz, blues, R&B and even folk. The "Waited All My Life," which was written about his wife. The song is
first song Midon played was a new song entitled "Why do I feel so very catchy love song, and, before playing it, Midon explained that
bad?" The song had a definite Bob Dylan and Pete Seger feel.
he was excited to hear a couple in New York City had just used it as
When watching Midon, it's.easy to forget that he is blind because their wedding song.
Although the show was not well-attended, it was certainly enterof his enormous talent - it seems impossible that someone who has
taining
to those who were sitting in the audience, as they called for an
been blind since birth could play guitar like he does. Midon played
his "The More that I Know," a song about being blind, towards the encore after Raul was led off the stage.
end of the show.

Of Montreal get psychedelic with new album

The "all or nothing" idea approach affects
With the exception
of "Touched Some- the lyrics as well. On "Hissing Fauna," Barnes
thing's Hollow," every documented his own feelings, which was new
song is a stream of for him. Many of the songs sounded like they
consciousness within were straight from a diary, which explained a
itself. Utilizing this few awkward moments as well as some of his
song writing method, most emotionally devastating. Here, Barnes
Barnes shifts his focus writes extensively both as himself and from
to individual moments, the perspective of Georgie Fruit, a character
not the album as a that was conceived during the 12-minute "The
whole, or the song as a Past is a Grotesque Animal" from the last alwhole for that matter. A bum. Georgie Fruit is a black man in his 40s,
hook will surprise you who has undergone multiple sex changes and
out of nowhere, and played in a funk rock band named Arousal in
then disappear just as the 1970s. I'll let that sink in quick.
Having this dual perspective to write
you get locked into its
groove. The album is lyrics from adds to the confusion immensely.
5tereogum.com
a testament to Barnes' One thing that's clear is that Barnes has sex on
Of Montreal get bizarre: The indie rock group return with new
infinitely deep well of the mind. Here are a few lyrical examples: "I
album, "Skeletal Lamping."
creativity but at the want you to be / My pleasure puss /1 wanna'
same time the sheer amount of ideas that are know what it's like to be inside you," from
BY KEVIN SCHNEIDER
jammed into each song ultimately exhausts "Plastis Wafers," and "We can do it softcore if
In interviews leading up to the release the listener. "Skeletal Lamping" sounds much you want / But you should know I take it both
of "Skeletal Lamping," of Montreal's Kevin more like a psychological exercise than a ways," from "From Our Elegant Caste." The
sexual imagery takes things to a whole new
Barnes explained that he had named the album musical vision.
What made 2007's "Hissing Fauna" so level with the first line from "St. Exquisite's
after a hunting technique which involves shining a large light on area in an effort to scare astounding was how cohesive it was. The Confessions," a lyric on such a level that I
all of the animals from their hiding spots. He songs were fully developed, and flowed. It can't even include it on here.
Honestly, I don't know what to make of
would approach the songwriting process by flowed so well that you had to keep your eye
attempting to leave no idea behind, bringing on what track you were on. This same effect this. "Skeletal Lamping" has many a great
every possibility to the forefront where he occurs on "Skeletal Lamping." The difference moment, but these moments come and go
could analyze why they exist in his head in however is that you were able to connect with so rapidly that they can't grab you to the full
the ideas on "Hissing Fauna" because they ran potential. Even after repeated listens, there's
the first place.
As a result, "Skeletal Lamping" is exactly their course. Barnes' retained his mastery of just so much to take in. Its ambition is its bigwhat you would expect from an accomplished pop hooks while filtering carefully his love- gest flaw and what'll make it stand out in the
and unpredictable musician like Barnes who able and out of left field schizophrenic twists. end in of Montreal's discography.
has pledged to remove the filter completely. Because the balance was so well thought out,
The album is a 55-minute purge of his brain; at he ended up creating an album
best it is packed tightly with great ideas, and at that was original and unlike anything he had done before.
worst just plain baffling and over the top.
^^P ^^ *^ ~"^f7^ ^^^
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HAIXOWEEN
Top five
horror flicks
BY MICHAEL BENNETT

Every Halloween, it's custom to trickor-treat, don your favorite costume or bob for
apples in grain-filled jungle juice. Yet, there's
something traditional about watching a horror
movie this time of year.
Halloween cannot be complete without a
horror movie marathon. Here are five classics
sure to haunt your nightmares.
The Shining, 1980
Light on gore, "The Shining"
proves you don't need violence to make a horror movie. Jack Nicholson plays a writer who
watches over a haunted.
hotel during a snowed-in
winter.
"The Shining" is
one of the scariest movies of all time. It guarantees frights well after the|
movie is over.
2
The Exor, cist, 1973
The classic
"The Exorcist"
Contributed photo
completes every
horror movie set. Revolutionary and horrifying, "The Exorcist" details one girl's
battle with possession. Linda Blair's acting
of possessed Regan MacNeil is electrifying.
Combined with special effects unseen before
1973, "The Exorcist" is still scary. Spinning
heads, bloody faces and devil possession,
"The Exorcist" is meant to be watched alone
and in the dark for optimal effect.
~JL

5

The Texas Chainsaw
•
Massacre, 1974
A group of friends travel to a family
grave site reportedly vandalized. On a detour,
the group is brutally victimized by a family of
cannibals. The film's villain, Leatherface, is
also Halloween's classic villain. Leatherface
is a mentally-challenged, chainsaw-wielding
killer who wears the faces of his victims.

4

The Saw Series, 2004-present
"The Saw" series features Tobin
Bell as the righteous Jigsaw killer.
J i g ._ saw captures people who
don't value life and forces
them into life-and-death
torture traps. The victims must dismember
themselves to escape
■^the trap and renew
their value for life.
"The Saw"
Contributed photomovies take twists
and turns providing a suspenseful story line.
The torture devices only get cooler as the
series progresses. For gore and horror, depend
on Jigsaw this Halloween.
Head over to fairfieldmirror.com to
check out an online exclusive review of the
new "Saw"film.
Any zombie movie
5
All zombie films following the
same formula: the living dead, causing complete chaos. Since George
Romero's "Night of the Living Dead," zombies have grown in number, gotten faster, and
have become smarter.
The new "Dawn of the Day," "Day of the
Dead" and "28 Days Later" are solid zombie
choices.
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'High School Musical 3' should get picked last in gym class
head. Which would be welcome now,
given the intense headache I still have
which may or may not have been caused
by "HSM."
The characters are one dimensional, the humor is scarce and hard to
find within the half-baked plot, it is so
unrealistic it would make Walt Disney
himself blush, and the songs sounded
like the recycled, boring, unimaginative
songs that Britney Spears or the Jessica
Simpson might sing.
The acting, oh, please, don't get
me started on the acting. All I will say
is that there could have been better performances if actual high school students
acted. And it seemed as if they only had
two emotions: unrealistically happy and
unbearably mopey. Also, if you want to
see better acting, I might suggest a soap
opera. Great, you got me started.
itomafces.com
Zac Efron, the prince of Disney
Disney musical makes a return to the big screen: "High School Musical 3: Senior Year"
franchise, has used his "HSM" fame to
returns with its hyped third installment but disappoints its college-aged fans.
become an international star. I failed to
and that secretly, everybody loves them. see why after watching this movie. When
BY NICHOLAS SMITH
With respect to Melissa Mann, the author his face first comes on screen, he's sweaty,
Let me start with a few statements: I of said article, I sincerely hope I am not the grimacing, about extremely close to the
camera, and instead of seeing that teenam a guy. I have not seen the other "High only one who doesn't like "HSM."
This is a befuddled movie strung age hunk I've heard about, all I could see
School Musical" movies. I cannot call
myself a fan, but if I did, I'd have to retract loosely together by musical numbers.
(0t
g£fe
y£r
J£:
my first statement. Also, if the blistering Amazingly, it seems the plot only exists
gf
jHff
jfi|
_j«|
headache I have that started after I left to introduce the audience to the next song.
^fr ^^ ^^ ^^
the theater is.any indication, it is possible Most good musicals can blend the songs
that "High School Musical 3: Senior Year" together with the plot, or if that is impossible, draw attention to the fact for a good was Gollum.
causes migraines.
If Efron has become the new archeTwo weeks ago, an article ran in this laugh. This movie could do neither.
Not to mention the bizarre notion of type of cool in this society, I'm shipping
very publication cried out against the hate
that "HSM," as I will call it from now on, musicals to begin with. If I had broken my self to Fiji. He is not only an Emo in
has endured, calling the series romantic out into song in the cafeteria at my high this film but a whiny Emo. He constantly
movies that appealed to everyone who school, like the characters in the film, I poses for the camera, even when not dancwent through the hardships of high school, would no longer have sensation in my ing, as if to say, "Look at me!" And when

Career Corner

JFairfield
UNIVERSITY

Employer Presentations:
Merrill Lunch Presentation for Sophomores and Juniors:
After the Trade: An Interactive Game on Operations in the Financial Services Industry
Wednesday, November 4 - 6:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m. Kelley Center
**Must have been registered by October 28th

Internship and Full-time Application Deadlines:
AlliancesBernstein L.P. Professional Development Intern
Marketing Communications Intern
AXA Equitable
Financial Professional
Dylewsky, Goldberg & Brenner, LLC Staff Accountant
Greenwich Magazine
Editoriallntern
Gartner Inc.
Associate Web Content Specialist
Amper, Politziner & Mattia Accounting Internship
Staff Accountant
Knights of Columbus
Management Development Program
UBS Financial Services (Boston) Financial Advisor Associate
TeleRep
Research Analyst
Sales Assistant

10/30/08
10/30/08
10/30/08
10/30/08
10/30/08
10/30/08
10/31/08
10/31/08
10/31/08
10/31/08
11/07/08
11/07/08

Be sure to check eRecruiting for updates!
Visit www.fairfield.edu/cpc-Select Student Information and eRecruiting
"Preparing for Graduate School in Psychology: What to Mention in Your
Interview and Personal Statement"
Thursday, Oct. 30 7:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m. BCC Room 204
"Finding a Summer In tern sip" Presentation
Wednesday, Nov. 12 1:30 p.m.-4:00 p.m. Kelley Center CPC
New Career Resource ... Career Advisor Video Series
Watch our new video series covering topics on Interviewing, Marketing
Yourself, Preparing Questions for the Interview and more. These videos are short,
engaging and offer major tips to help you land that job or internship.

he has a problem, he sings and dances. I
hope parents won't take their impressionable young boys to see this movie, because
the epitome of cool might shift from images of James Dean, Marlon Brando, Kurt
Cobain and John Lennon to the image
of that attention seeking, cry about your
problems, overly emotional pretty boy that
Efron represents.
I literally have nothing good to say
about this movie, and it's not for lack of
trying. I remember thinking that Ashley
Tisdale played annoying very well. Then
she got too annoying. Apparently the two
main characters share a kiss for the first
time in the series. But it is so unremarkable
that it may as well not have happened. I
could have sworn that the character Ryan
Evans, played by Lucas Grabeel, was
openly gay, which I thought was admiringly progressive for a Disney movie. But
at the end, it's ambiguous if he is or not.
And unfortunately, despite the high
praise it has gotten from fans, I did not find
any part of this movie entertaining.
If you have thought about seeing this
movie, please reconsider. Movies like
this aren't only detrimental to society,
but they also kill brain cells and makes
anybody who sees them loose 10
a£r IQ points. It is incomprehensible
«it that writing like Shakespeare and
^N writing like this can coexist without mass rioting. It distresses me
to no end that this was the top box office
performer last weekend. I do not plan on
seeing the previous two movies because I
enjoy thinking.
And for those who consider this guilty
pleasure, maybe you should feel guilty
about liking it.

11
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HE said / SHE said

Josh Kenney

Tina Masciadrelli

Treat yourself this Halloween
Ladies and gentlemen, Halloween is finally upon us. Not
only will this Friday be yet
another excuse for girls to dress
slutty, it will also provide us men
with the opportunity to live out our
fetishes with a girl dressed as the
occupation of our choice. But first,
let us step back 10 years.
Remember when Halloween was all about how much
candy you could steal from
your lazy neighbors who, mit
year after year, put out
that enormous bowl of
candy that said "please
take one"? Even though
we are no longer looking
for that sucrose-induced
coma, the paradigm of
Halloween hasn't changed
all that drastically. The only
difference is that we'd rather
learn some new late-night
tricks from "Alice in Wonderland" and treat ourselves to an
excessive amount of alcohol.
The hardest part of Halloween
is always deciding what costume
to wear. If we weren't about to
waste our money at Party City just
to get shafted with stale pretzels
and apples infused with GHB when
we were kids, then why would we

waste it now? In order to rationalize whatever absurd $30 purchase
we make, we must convince ourselves that such costumes as the
"Straight TV Student," "French
Maid" and "Mile High Captain"
will leave so little to the imagination come Friday night. And sorry
for the heartbreak ladies, but
chances are we won't just take
one of you home with us.
Clearly, Halloween at
Fairfield isn't the same as it
was when we were kids.
It is, however, the one
night of the semester
where you can walk
into any given party
and honestly feel as
though you were entering a strip club.
As an aside, I would
like to offer some words
to both sexes to make this
Halloween as memorable
as possible. For the ladies, don't
fool yourselves: you know you've
been waiting since last year for
another opportunity to get with
Captain Jack Sparrow. And for you
men, please be original. God help
me if I see another "Chick Magnet"
this year. Even the girls know it;
you're trying way too hard.

Halloween: The one night
when girls can dress like
complete sluts and no one
can say anything about it. This
Friday we will turn lingerie and
animal ears into sexy costumes
that we can flaunt in front of the
salivating men while we choose
who will be tricked and who will
be lucky enough to get a treat.
Yup, costume changes are a
sure sign that we are more than
a decade away from the moments when we walked around
the block and ran up drive
ways to collect candy
from our neighbors.
As a kid, Halloween was about who
had the biggest pile
of candy at the end of
the night. Then we would
stuff our faces with suga
and chocolate, get horrible stomach aches and
then dive back into our piles the
next day.
Halloween in college is all
about who can become the most
intoxicated. Then we will take
shots, sip drinks, get horrible
hangovers and then dive back
into the bar the next day.
So in a way, I guess we are

still dressing up to get that object
of our desire. Remember those
houses, that each year gave out
the King size candy bars? Everyone knew which house had them,
and would get so excited when
the nice old woman wearing the
oversized pumpkin sweatshirt
and skeleton earring pulled out
that oversized bar of goodness. Well girls, go for the
"King size" man this Halloween. He won't let you
down and everyone will
j^ be jealous of your well
endowed treat.
Sure, us
girls might be
guilty of going
a little over the
top every Halloween, but it really is
the one night when you
can dress as sexy as you
want and make the boys'
fantasies come true. For seniors,
this might be the last time you
can get away with some of these
ensembles without being judged
by awkward co-workers. So live
it up, dress up and trick or treat
all night until you find that one
piece of man candy that will satisfy your sweet tooth.

coco rose
handcrafted jewelry and gift items
www.cocorosejewelry.com
contact.cocorose@gmail.com

Handcrafted'jewefry

♦':

created with freshwater cultured pearls,
sterling silver, semiprecious gemstones and gold vermeil.

think coco rose jewelry for your gift-giving needs.
fairfield university students receive a 15% discount
and all purchases include free gift-wrapping and free shipping.
look for coco rose products on campus this holiday
season, or contact us and work with our designers to
create affordable custom gifts for your loved ones.

visit us at

. www.cocorosejewelry.com
coco rse

IP^
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College Crossword
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by Joshua O'Connell

Spooky Sights
ACROSS
1. halt
5. drink an entire can
9. bus protestor Parks
13. unit of pressure
14. not there
15. Italian river
16. egg on
18. covered with dense furs
19. Former SNLer Gasteyer
20. painful, like a muscle
21. recite again
22. reduce
24. right of mind
25. popular saying
31. offer a job
34. transfer
35. regret
36. engulfed with light
37. me? (slang)
38. Italian money, formerly
39. Hannah Montana channel, in
TV Guide
40. spider's creation
43. it's made of months
44. after carving, one lights it up
(hyph.)
47. release
48. Erie and Panama
52. not mono
55. prepare
57. try to win over
58. ghost activity
59. gorgeous
61. land measurements
62. Egyptian goddess of fertility
63. South American Indian
64. fabric from sheep hair
65. skeleton part
66. winter mountain toy
DOWN
l.take
2.1000 kilograms
3. killer whales
4. master of a sport
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2

l

3
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13
16

17

6

7
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32

33
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39
44

53

54

26
34

30

35

40

41

*

42

43
46

"

■
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55

56
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59

62
65

6. listen
7. implore
8. golly!
9. one who is involved in a disturbance of the peace
10. woodwind instrument
11.notbuy
12. organic radical
15. bill featuring Jackson
17. one who utilizes something
21. not common
23. It's correct
24. relating to the USSR
26. battle
27. already discovered
28. Famous Canal
29. intangible quality surrounding
a person or thing
30. eye liquid, when sad
31. Muslim trip, done at least once

60

1

*ss£>

49

50

51

"

63
66

32. bones that are part of the hip
bone
33. subset of computer instructions for simplicity
38. singer Loretta
40.50s group, Bill Haley and the
41. mixture
42. on account of
45. popcorn starting point
46. speech with strong emotion
49. terrible
50. jeweler's magnifying glass
51. not liquid or gas
52. playwright George Bernard
53. "Yo quiero
Bell"
54. Italian currency, today
55. unit of currency in Mexico
56. placed down
59. baby's protection while eating
60. can be a contraction or pronoun

Looking for the answers? Head online to check
your answers at www.fairfieldmirror.com
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29

38

56

5. lor
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NUMBER
LOGIC PUZZLE

Place the numbers 1 through 9 in the grid so they appear once in
each row, column, and nine-box square.
PUZZLE #2 - MEDIUM

4

2 9
8 4
1
7
2
5 9
5 6
8
7
4 2 1
8
4
2
2
6. 5 9
2
3
1 8
1 8
2
9
6
4 3
2
8 5
7

27

A
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PUZZLE #1 - EASY

24

36

64

12

Minor

/UDOKU

H '

"

61

11

'

"

22

52

10

'

■ 20

19

31

The

COFFEE BREAK

6

8

4

8
8

PUZZLE #3 HARD
2 7
9
8
3 7
8
3 4

1

PUZZLE#4-BRAIN FREEZE

8
6

4
7 9
8 5

8
6
8

3 4

8 9
2 5
1
7

7

9

1
4 5
8

8

1

2
9

Looking for the answers? Head online to check
your answers at www.fairfieldmirror.com
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"All right, let's roll I'm hungry."
Men's basketball Head Coach Ed Cooley's
first words at MAAC Media Day. It was announced that the Stags were ranked second
in the preseason MAAC coaches' poll.

this week in sports
IWOMEN'S RUGBY

Playing with 'Heart': The Fairfield women's rugby club did not
think they were making the playoffs. At the end of the season, they
were 0-4, but the girls were still in 4th out of 6th place in the Met New
York Club League.
The girls then were to play the leaders of the pre-playoff season
in the playoffs; this year, that turned out to be no other than the undefeated Sacred Heart.
The last time Fairfield had played Sacred Heart, they lost 46-0.
However, on Sunday in the playoff game, Fairfield gave Sacred Heart
a challenge, going into 20 minutes of overtime and then into sudden
death. Sacred Heart made the end score 17-12 with a final try.
"After the game, the ref came up to us and told us that he'd never
seen a team with so much heart," said Seana Mazzarino '10.
"The level of energy and dedication that the team put out was
amazing," said Ashley Williams '09. "Everyone really stepped it up
and gave it their all. Overall I think we not only really impressed the
crowd and the other team but ourselves as well."

jGAME OF THE WEEK;

Men's Soccer at Niagara
Friday, Oct. 31

Peter Caty/The Mirror
Senior sendoff: It was an emotional day for senior Molly Byrnes
(above) and the field hockey team, as the Stags challenged Yale
on Senior Day this past Sunday afternoon, losing 3-0.

IMEN'S GOLF

Might on the mount: The Fairfield men's golf team finished third
overall at the Mount St. Mary's fall invitational tournament, which
concluded this past Tuesday. The Stags impressive showing including
a day-best score on the tournament's final day.
Individually, junior standout Kevin Fitzpatrick and senior R.J.
Zielinski again paced the Stags. Fitzpatrick finished with Fairfield's
best overall performance, finishing in a tie for ninth place. He finished
with a cumulative score of 155.
His teammate Zielinski, though, finished with the most impressive
effort of the weekend, as he totaled a score of 78 on the tournaments
second day to move into 12th place overall.

Men's soccer Head Coach Carl Rees acknowledged that the MAAC had drastically
improved this season after the Stags fell to
Loyola, 2-1, last Sunday at Lessing Field. The
tough stretch continues this coming Friday in
Buffalo, N.Y. against the Purple Eagles, who
currently hold a 9-4-2 record and are tied for
the third in the MAAC standings — one spot
about Fairfield.

IMALE STAG-LETE OF THE WEEK
ATHLETE: Justin Burse *08
SPORT: Men's Soccer
ACHIEVEMENT: Despite a losing effort, Burse recorded a season-high 10 saves, includ
ing eight in the second half, against Loyola, a team currently ranked seventh nationally.

FEMALE STAG-LETE OF THE WEEK!
ATHLETE: Michelle Yoshida 12
SPORT: Swimming
ACHIEVEMENT: Yoshida was named MAAC Women's Swimmer of the Week for her pefformance in the season's first week. Yoshida won four individual events and two relays.

Start Your Career
in Accounting.

Northeastern's MS in Accounting/MBA
for non-accounting majors:
• Earn two degrees in just 15 months.
• Complete a 3-month paid residency at a leading
accounting firm.
• Proven track record of 100% job placement.

Take the first step.
Visit us online or at an information session near you.
Learn more about the program and upcoming events
at www.msamba.neu.edu.

"The Core Unmasked"
f\ ^T'
f
4,

AN INTERACTIVE EVENT

DESIGNED TO
4^ SHOWCASE CORE
COURSE OFFERINGS

That mysterious core, those spooky courses... Join us
as we "unmask"the core by providing the campus
community with information on our unique courses.
Each department in the College of Arts and Sciences
will have a booth offering information, as well as
faculty and student representatives who can discuss
the purpose of core courses and their relevance to
your life. This fun event will feature tasty food and
drink, raffles and give-aways.
No tricks, this is a real treat!
Friday, October 31

617-373-3244
gspa @ neu.edu
www.msamba.neu.edu

Northeastern
U

N

Halloween
12:00 - 4:00, Oak Room
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Freshman and sophomore standouts
spur volleyball as season progresses

FRANK ROMANO
Freshman Lauren Balmert was
also a key contributor in the fifth set
A win in the first game of the sea- with two unanswered service aces, and
son. A road victory over Siena. Nine later forced a Northeastern error on her
consecutive victories.
third serve to score three consecutive
Now, after
fifth set points.
Sunday's contest,
Balmert, who has recorded a
it can add a stirstatistic in every set this season,
ring comeback
was named Metro Atlantic Athletic
victory at Alumni
Conference (MAAC) Rookie of the
Hall to its list of
Week is response to her performance
early-season exagainst Northeastern and strong efforts earlier in the week against St.
ploits, as Fairfield
BALMERT
defeated NorthPeter's and Rider.
The award is her third such recogeastern, 7-3.
The victory over the Huskies may nition of the season, and the team's fifth
only be the team's third non-confer- conference award this year.
Sophomores Alex Lopez, the team
ence victory, but it comes against an
opponent that currently sits atop the leader in kills, and Lauren Hughes, the
Colonial Athletic Association (CAA) Stags' top server this season, also recorded crucial kills in the Northeastern
standings.
Once again, the play and maturity match's final points and again proved
of Fairfield's youthful roster spurred the to be reliable options despite relative
team to its third straight match win, the inexperience.
team's 12 win in 13 games.
Earlier this season, Head Coach
For the first time this season, the Alija Pittenger admitted that a difStags were forced to a fifth set after ficult out-of-conference schedule and
holding a 2-0 set advantage earlier in improvements in MAAC competitors
the match, and even trailed the Huskies means that every match provides an
in the final set prior to four consecu- added challenge.
"In this conference right now, you
tive points to turn the momentum of
have to be ready to play," Pittenger said.
the game.
Fairfield went on to win the set, "It's the kind of the attitude we've taken
in all our games so far."
15-13, and take the match, 3-2.
BY KEITH CONNORS

Frank Romano: What types of
strength and conditioning drills
do athletes go through to prepare
for competition?
Mark Spellman: The type of
training we use is called High-Intensity Training, or HIT. It's based
on doing one set to failure. What
I'm trying to accomplish is to get
the athletes to go outside their
comfort zone - while maintaining
the proper form and technique. By
taking all the exercises to muscle
failure, I've insured that they've
recruited all the muscle fibers.

NAME: MARK SPELLMAN
TITLE: DIRECTOR OF
STRENGTH & CONDITIONING,
ATHLETIC DEPARTMENT

FR: What drill or exercise do you
feel is the most challenging, and
why?
MS: [Laughs.] Every athlete
is going to be a little different.
I would say the drill athletes at
Fairfield least look forward to is
conditioning with me. As far as a
weight exercise, I don't think there's
one I'd pick. I have some big sleds
and anchor chains and tractor tires
that people don't seem all that happy
to play with.
FR: What got you interested in
fitness and exercise?
MS: When I first graduated college, I had to do an internship with
a gentleman named John Philbin
at his strength and conditioning
facility. I wasn't aware that there
was a strength and conditioning field. John Philbin was an
assistant strength and con
ditioning coach with the
Washington Redskins.
Fortunately, I was able
to work with him and
meet Dan Riley— who is
currently the head strength
and conditioning coach for the
Houston Texans and considered one of the
fathers of HIT. From that I was hooked.

Newly established Fairfield curling team
out to make club sports history
BY MICHELLE MORRISON

Jon Ollwerther/The Mirror

FR: Are you a fan of the "Rocky "movies? What's yourfavorite training
sequence from the film?
MS: I'll go up to where he fights [Ivan] Drago. Probably when he's in Russia,
going old school — lifting logs, lifting car axles, pull-ups, running through the
snow — getting out of his comfort zone.
FR: How much can you bench, on a good day?
MS: [Laughs.] I'm too old and beat up to worry about that. I guess enough - I'm
not giving you a number. I'm 37, and I'm just trying to stay in shape for the time
when that 18-year-old boyfriend comes to pick up my daughter.

Watch Coach Spellman and Frank go through
a typical upper body workout on "Let's Be
Frank," now playing on The HAM Channel.

T«5tfAfvi£.UANNeL
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It's kind of like bowling, but more
physical. It's kind of like chess, but more
tactical. It's the newest club sport at
Fairfield: curling.
Fairfield's curling program began
this semester under the direction of
senior Eric Boehm.
Boehm, who tried curling as a
sophomore at an open house at the
Nutmeg Curling Club in Bridgeport,
said that he got hooked on the game
and has been trying to start a club at
Fairfield ever since.
After two years of delay due to
study abroad and other commitments,
Boehm has finally achieved his goal.
"It's (going to) happen," said
Boehm.
Boehm said that he had an unexpectedly large response when he set up
a table in the lower level of the Barone
Campus Center.
At a meeting a few weeks later, 16
students turned out for more information, and the program has continued to
grow from there.
"We're just trying to get as many
people as possible over to the club to
practice and see if they want to stay,"
said Boehm, noting that one group of
five has already been over to try the
game out.
Once a final group is chosen, the
team will join the college league at
Nutmeg Curling Club, which currently
only consists of Yale.
Right now, Boehm and Duncan
MacKenzie' 11 are the only players with
any experience, giving the team a total
of around 3 months and 4 hours. Still,
Boehm said that he knew before he
started that they were not going to have
that much experience on the team.
According to MacKenzie, who
threw second when he curled at home

in Seattle, "you can pick up the sport in
about one hour."
"It's easy to pick up and fun to
play," said MacKenzie.
Boehm agreed, but added that while
the basics are easy, becoming a master
takes a lot of practice.
"It's a lot more than throwing a rock
at a bullseye," said Boehm. "It is such a
strategic game, and 75% of the game is
before you throw [the stones]."

THE ART OF CURLING
The goal of curling is to have
more of your team's rocks close
to the bullseye
at the end of the
lane than the other
team has.
A game of
curling starts
when team A's
lead player throws the first two stones,
followed by team B's lead player.
Next come the seconds, the thirds, and
finally the fourths, or the "skips."
Each player throws two stones,
and whoever is not throwing can
be a sweeper for that thrower. The,
lead is typically the most accurate
and consistent thrower, the second
is good at knocking away the other
team's stones, the third is the assistant
skip and the skip is the captain, who
decides on the team's strategy (where
and how to throw the stones).
The player who is throwing will
place one of his/her feet on the hack (a
rubber-lined hole) and push off across
the ice, letting go of the stone before
the hogline (the boundary line).
The two sweepers will slide
across the ice alongside the stone, using a curling broom to rub the ice.

Feed your future
See how many ways there are
to create your own path at PwC
Begin at www.pwc.tv
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Still chasing the big one

Men's rugby clinches playoff
berth with win over Iona
BY ANDREW CHAPIN

Peter Caty/The Mirror
Full speed: Midfielder Christian Uy '10 tracks down a pass in the first half of this past Sunday's game against Loyola.

Second-half Greyhounds goal spoils strong game for
Stags, team still lacks signature win
the loss, the Stags are now 6-6 on
the season and 3-2 in Metro Atlantic
Athletic Conference (MAAC) play.
Meanwhile Loyola remained unbeaten
at 14-0-2 and sit in first place with a
6-0-conference record.
"I think the team played well,"
said Fairfield Head Coach Carl Rees.
"We have to learn attention to detail
against team's that are ranked seventh
in the country. It is critical. I thought
in terms of possession, we controlled
it and created chances, but again this
is the third rated team in RPI in the
country, undefeated on the year. They
will punish you for a lapse of concentration and that's what happened on
their second goal."
Despite the loss, Rees said that

BY TOM CLEARY

Despite facing a Loyola team that
entered the game unbeaten in its last 22
games and ranked No. 7 in the nation,
the Fairfield men's soccer team was not
nervous, even after allowing a goal just
three minutes into the game.
Instead, the Stags continued
to fight on and managed to knot
the score at 1-1 before the first half
came to a close. But in the end the
Greyhounds high-energy offensive
attack was too much, and the Stags
allowed a go-ahead goal. 15:55 into
the second half.
The result was a 2-1 loss for
Fairfield in front of 366 fans at Lessing Field on Sunday afternoon. With

Stags take two:
BY KEITH CONNORS

Men's Head Coach Ed
Cooley has had to deal with a
full range of experiences in his
Fairfield tenure.
Now Cooley can add another item to his resume: expectations.
Fairfeld men's and women's
basketball teams were both selected second overall in the preseason Metro Atlantic Athletic
Conference (MAAC) coaches'
preseason poll, which were revealed Tuesday afternoon at
MAAC Media Day at the ESPN
Zone in Times Square.
While this marks the second season in a row in which
Head Coach Joe Frager and the

women's team has been selected
a top contender, a men's high
ranking is uncharted territory
for Cooley.
"A season ago, we had disappointing end to the season,"
Cooley said. "(This year) our goal
is to be playing for all the marbles
at the end of the day."
Guard Jon Han '09 was
named a first-team preseason
All-MAAC player.
Han was a choice to the
All-MAAC team a season ago at
the conclusion of the conference
tournament. He led the conference with 6.2 assists per game.
"Jon, hands down, is one of
the best point guards in the east
coast in terms of how he handles
the game," Cooley said.
Junior forward Anthony

JIN SID EL'S PORTS I

the Stags will remain positive as they
continue to try and fight for a playoff
spot in the MAAC.
"We are getting better. We're understanding the importance of competing for the first minute, there are many
positives to take from it," said Rees.
"But we are not going to accept a loss
on our home field, we're not. That's not
acceptable. We have to work harder
and learn from this."
Fairfield did pick up one win on
the weekend, defeating Rider 2-1 on
goals scored by Tom Clements '09 and
Erikllisije'll.
Up next for the Stags is a weekend
trip to upstate New York where they
will play Niagara (3-2 in MAAC) and
Canisius (2-3).

The crowd was swelling with cheering Fairfield alumni,
parents, current students and faculty. Their raucous yells were
directed to the Fairfield men's rugby team (6-1), which clinched
the division on Saturday with a decisive victory over rival Iona
College (5-2), 29-8.
The win earned Fairfield home field advantage and a first
round playoff match up against Brown.
"It was an all around great team effort; the starters and
subs played out of their minds," said captain Darragh Lynch
'09. "We have high expectations going against Brown. We've
played our best rugby leading up to it."
The game was played under a foreboding sky, which
eventually yielded rain. However, the weather held up for the
much anticipated match and, when the whistle blew, a season's
worth of work was validated with the glorious embrace taking
place on the field.
Fairfield started the scoring early after Domenic Celletti
'09 trucked across the line for a try. Mark Keith' 11 converted
on the kick to make it 7-0 Fairfield. Shortly after, however,
Iona was able to move the ball on Fairfield and score to make
it 7-5 after a missed conversion kick.
Undeterred, the "Red Ruggers" fought their way down
the field, where captain Bob Haller '09 spinned off a defender
and found Andrew Cohen ' 10, who pushed the ball in for a try.
The kick was converted and Fairfield now led 14-5.
Before long, Fairfield was moving ball again and this time,
it was Freshman Class President Charlie Knights who was able
to ram the ball through for another try. After a missed kick,
the Fairfield lead stood at 19-5.
Iona, who Fairfield defeated last year to make the playoffs for the first time in 20 years, looked to wear down as the
match pushed one.
Among the Fairfield supporters were numerous alumni,
who set up a tent and tailgate in support of their rugby brethren
as they awaited their alumni game later in the day.
In an interesting turn, division rival Sacred Heart, who
handed Fairfield its only loss earlier in the season, sat along
Fairfield's sideline and supported their neighboring rival.
"They played with heart and determination," a jovial Sandra Wilson, mother of co-captain Timo Wilson '09, beamed.

WHAT TO WATCH OUT FOR
Saturday
Nov. 1, 1 p.m.
Grauert Field
Playoff game vs. Brown

Men's and women's team picked second in coaches' poll;
Han, Lowenthal named first-team All-MAAC
Johnson was named to the
conference' second-team roster.
As for the women's team,
Frager knows that the Stags
must rely on an experienced
frontcourt to compensate for
the loss of leading scorer Sabra Wrice.
One of those fowards,
Baendu Lowenthal '09, was
also a first-team All-MAAC
selection.
Her scoring compliment
in the paint, junior forward
Stephanie Geehan, was also
tabbed to the conference's
third team group.
"(Baendu) and Stephanie
Geehan both play a huge
part in our success. They are
two very versatile players,"

CURLING CLUB MAKING HISTORY P.

14;

Jon Ollwerther/The Mirror
Preseason progress: Jimmy O'Sullivan (left), Lyndon Jordan (above) and the men's
basketball team participates in an intrasquad scrimmage at Alumni Hall this past weekend. Both the men's and women's teams open official preseason play Bridgeport at the
Arena at Habor Yard on Nov. 6.

LETS BE FRANK: STAG SPOTLIGHT P.

14;
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Barack Obama
• Democratic senator from Illinois
• Born: Aug. 4, 1961 in Honolulu, HI
• Hometown: Chicago, 111.
• Education: Columbia University
'83, Harvard Law '91
•Married to Michelle Robinson
Obama since 1992, has two children.
• Political career: Obama was elected
to the Illinois state senate in 1996. He
was re-elected to the Senate in 2002
following a failed attempt at the U.S.
House of Representatives. In 2004,
he was elected to the U.S. Senate and
gave the keynote address at the
Democratic National Convention.
On Feb. 10, 2007, he announced
his candidacy for President.
Contributed Photo

Meet the

A guide to the leaders and h
BY TOM CLEARY

As Election Day looms near and the next president prepares to step into
the oval office, it is, important to take a look back on the campaign trail and
how the goals one of these prospective candidates will shape the coming four
years.
The 2008 election could go down as one of the most important for our
generation, as whoever becomes president will point the country in a direction
that could determine how the rest of our lives play out.
Coming off of eight years of the George W. Bush regime, the next president
has great power to make a change, one that will hopefully be for the better.
The issues that the new president will face and those that have been discussed
throughout the election process are far more than just simple political questions. The new president will face a recession, wars in the Middle East and
will need to fix the image of the United States abroad.
There are many angles that this election has taken and its important to
understand that in order to realize how historical it has been. The 2008 election
has been one that will be remembered for years as a pivotal moment in United
States history for its prominent candidates and their platforms.
The media played a major role throughout the election and has shaped
the way that the country views each candidate, Democrat Barack Obama and
Republican John McCain.
"I am interested in how the media have become the third candidate in this

How we got here:
2000: John McCain enters race for Republican presidential
nomination. losing to future Pies. George W. Bush

election," said Fairfield communications professor David Gudelunas, who is
teaching the course Media and Democracy this semester.
According to Gudelunas, the McCain campaign has "waged a war against
the mainstream media," calling into question how the media has "performed
in preparing citizens to go to the polls and make an informed decision."
"This campaign, like most recent campaigns, has been a series of pundits
talking about who is winning and who is losing and why, while serious issues
... have largely been absent from the media landscape," Gudelunas added.
While the media has played a role in the way that the candidates are
viewed, their own actions have cast a greater look at them, especially in McCain's case.
Philip Eliasoph, a professor of art history, said that this year's presidential
campaign has created a "culture clash."
"It is not accidental that the McCain-Palin ticket are pushing their 'Joe the
Plumber'/'Hockey Mom' brand of down-home/folk-loric/Wal-Mart populism,"
said Eliasoph. "The deciding five percent of votes in the key swing states have
been targeted in those undecided middle-Americans - and the GOP is mining
those gold shafts."
Like Gudelunas, Eliasoph said that he questions the role of the media in
this year's election. He said the McCain campaign has been able to twist the
perception of Obama, by somehow making Obama, a biracial man raised in
tough economic conditions, seem more anti-elitist, than McCain-Palin.
"We admire our "elite" Navy Seals and Delta Force commandos; we praise

our 'elite' Olympic gold medal winners,
symbolism values cowboys and machc
diplomats. If politics is an art form, th
Duchampian - Dada parody: 'the worl,
Fixing the economy
One of the most important issues <
we are dealing with. What the Candida
up being what they are remembered m
"The economy is the top issue," s
"When people are hurting economica
issues. The credit freeze has to be tha
do that but it will not happen immedjat
for the short term."
The candidates have talked about?
affected the way that possible voters h
"McCain has not been very cleai
current crisis," said Tucker. "He has a
had little to add to that other than to co
Obama has set out a series of actions in
to cutting taxes on those earning over
Economics professor James Bus
ambiguity on the economic issue.

March 4. 2008: McCain sweeps Ohio. Texas, RH
Island and Vermont in Republican primaries
March 5, 2008: Pres'
endorses McCain

April 15, 2007: John McCain announces
he will run for President in Portsmouth,
New Hampshire

July 29. 2004: Barack Obama delivers keynote
Feb. 10, 2007: Barack Obama announces his candidacy
address at Democratic National Convention.
for President in front of the Old State Capitol building
creating momentum for future presidential campaign.
in Springfield, 111.
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John McCain
• Republican senator from Arizona
• Born: Aug. 29, 1936 at Coco Solo
Naval Base in Panama Canal Zone
• Hometown: Phoenix, Ariz.
• Education: U.S. Naval Academy '58
•Married to Cindy Hensley McCain
since 1980, has seven children.
• Political career: After serving in the
Navy until 1981, he retired as a
captain and decided to seek political
office. He was elected to House in
1982 and became a senator in 1987.
In 2000, he made an attempt at the
presidency but lost in the primary
to future Pres. George W. Bush.
On April 15, 2007, he announced his
intent to seek the office once again.
Contributed Photo

andidates:

bw they will shape our future
' said Eliasoph. "But American cultural
11 men over intellectuals and thoughtful
lien this 2008 Presidential Election is a
Id upside down!'"

taf our time is the current recession that
Ites do, or do not do, to fix it, could end
I tost for.
[:aid finance professor Michael Tucker.
1 lly, it stops the conversation on other
liwed. Programs in place will probably
lely. Fiscal spending is likely necessary

"McCain has belittled Obama's economic policies as a program designed to redistribute wealth away from upper and middle class families,"
said Buss. "This is simply not true and McCain's reasoning and his support
for "trickle-down" economics, based upon tax cuts for the rich, are flawed in
several ways."
Education will also play a major role in the future of the country. The
cost will be great no matter who is elected, as both candidates have plans to
spend money on education.

the economic issue carefully and it has
ave perceived them.
If on what he would do to remedy the
I greed with what is being done but has
1 ntinue to warn against raising taxes ...
jicluding economic stimulus in addition
$250,000."
Is agreed with Tucker about McCain's

Putting an end to the War in Iraq?
As the economy has tanked, the war has been pushed back and out of the
nation's spotlight. But it still will remain an important issue for whomever
takes over the presidency in January.
Obama has said that he plans to withdraw troops from Iraq in 16 months,
while McCain plans on leaving troops in the country to stabilize it.
Putting the environment on the front burner
As the economy crashed, the environment took somewhat of a back
seat in election discussion. But it is closely related, as oil prices and energy
conservation affect the economy and as climate change remains a prominent
source of discussion among the international community.
"Future prosperity is also linked to our energy crisis. Obama seems to
see the connection and wants to go ahead with his green economic plan of

P *^^
Georse W. Bush

jdF'f-

lift
7, 2008: Barack Obama becomes the
Imptive nominee for Democratic party, as Sen.
•y Clinton gives him her endorsement.

Aug. 29, 2008:
McCain announces
Alaska Gov. Sarah Palin
as his running mate

infusing the economy with money to stimulate alternative energy," said Tucker.
"McCain has similar plans but different ways of attaining them. There will
only be funds for this with more deficit spending. Many economists agree
that there is no way to avoid big deficits to get out of crisis. How the money
is spent will be crucial."
Religion a factor for many voters
From the moment the presidential hopefuls began their campaigns,
their religion has been called into question. Former Republican presidential candidate Mitt Romney was constantly questioned about his Mormon
beliefs and that may have been one of the reasons why he failed to get the
nomination. Connections have been made between Obama and the Muslim
faith, despite the fact he has never been a practicing Muslim.
"The religious views of the candidates are only important to those who
might vote because of what they think religious views might lead to," said
Paul Lakeland, a religious studies professor. "So McCain has to pretend
he is more religious than he is in order to keep the religious right on his
side, and Obama has to negotiate between his own religious faith and the
suspicions on the left that these beliefs could lead down the line to some
kind of 'faith-based' policy initiatives.
"But McCain has the harder task here, because he is the less overtly
religious of the two and he has more religious voters he needs to keep
happy," Lakeland added.

Sept. 26-Oct. 15, 2008: McCain and Obama square off
in series of debates in Oxford, Miss., St. Louis, Mo.,
Nashville, Tenn., and Hempstead, New York.

, * * Aug. 23, 2008: Obama names Deleware
* Sen. Joe Biden his running mate
Photo timeline by Tom Cleary; Contributed photos
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Shays, Himes vie to win wary state voters
Shays endorsed by media, politicans; Himes favored for new outlook
10 percent undecided and two percent supporting the two race with Himes.
third-party candidates.
"Shays is a well-known incumbent and a relative modDead even.
Himes, a former Goldman Sachs vice president and erate who has attracted a lot of independent and Democratic
The last thing that Christopher Shays, the 11-term Unit- Harvard graduate has run a sound campaign, but is still votes, but he can only survive so much - and as Obama's
ed States Congressman
up for a difficult final few
weeks. He just has to ask
who resides in BridgeChristopher
port, was thinking when
Farrell about how things
can
change
in
just
a
matter
he defeated Diane Farrell
to capture a 10th conof days.
secutive re-election Nov.
Meanwhile, Shays is
no stranger to defending
6, 2006 was how he was
going to win re-election
his congressional seat. Of
D Undecided
the five Connecticut disin 2008. But now it is on
tricts, the fourth district,
his mind, very much on
which includes Fairfield,
his mind.
is the only to vote ReAfter further drops
Duffee
publican. But that has not
in President George W.
Michael
stopped state Democrats
Bush's approve polls and
a failing economy, people
from attacking Shays.
Carrnfio
in Connecticut may be
Farrell came close in the
Info graphic by Tom Cleary
past two elections, losing
looking for change.
by three percent of the vote Down to the wire: According to the latest UConn/Hearst NewspaEnter Democratic
and five percent the past pers poll, Christopher Shays and Jim Himes are even in the Fourth
challenger and businessCongressional District Race.
two elections.
man Jim Himes. Once
Those elections were closer numbers grow in that district, it is a lot more difficult for
again, Shays has found
than
expected because of his party him to win," Larry Sabato, the director of the Center for
himself in a fight for his
line views which corresponded Politics at the University of Virginia said to the Connecticut
political life, trying to rewith Bush, along with a strong Post. "I think he's in tough shape."
main the only Republican
Himes has shown that he has the knowledge needed to
support for the war in Iraq.
member of the House of
In 2008, he once again finds contribute to the effort to fix the economy, something that
Representatives from
himself running from the presi- Shays may not be the right person to do.
New England.
"The more unease that likely voters feel about the
dent, this time with a companion,
Just as was the case
presidential hopeful John Mc- impact of the economy on their households, the more
heading down the stretch
likely they are to support Jim Himes," said UConn pollster
Cain.
of his 2006 battle with
Contributed Photo
But in some aspects, Shays Christine Kraus. "Those who worry a fair amount are pretty
Farrell, Shays finds
Quarrel at the Quick: Shays and Himes brought the race
has succeeded. He has won the evenly split and those who worry little or not at all are more
himself in a dead heat to Fairfield University , when they debated at theKelley
endorsement of the Hartford Cou- likely to support Christopher Shays. While the presidential
with Himes. The latest Theatre in the Quick Center on Oct. 16.
rant and the very liberal editorial campaign slows down, the Shays-Himes battle is still raging
UConn/Hearst Newspapers poll, released on Oct. 21, shows that 44 percent of board of the New York Times. His stance on abortion, along and who gets affected will matter to Fairfield University
voters support Shays and Himes respectively, with another with other morally liberal stances has kept him in a close students, whether they realize it or not.
BY TOM CLEARY AND CHRISTOPHER HALISKOE

Faculty put money where their mouths are with campaign donations
BY LILY NORTON

If you thought Facebook was the ultimate stalking
device, think again.
This election, a popular fun news source The Huffington
Post developed a public online database that displays campaign donations made to political candidates. The database,
Fundrace, was originally created at Eyebeam.
On the site, one can search people by name, location,
employer and occupation.
The site has gained major popularity by showing the
donations made by celebrities to political campaigns, it's
front page showing just a few including Jennifer Aniston,
Steven Spielberg, and Jerry Springer.
By searching Fairfield University on the site, one will
find that $6,453 was given to Democrats from 14 people,
while $0 was given to Republicans.
In fact, according to Fundrace, Barack Obama has raised
over $600 million from contributions, while McCain has only
raised a little over $350 million.
All calculations are based on public records filed with
the FEC of contributions by all individuals totaling more
than $200 (and some totaling less than $200) to a single
Republican or Democratic presidential campaign or national
committee for the 2004 and 2008 election cycles.
Public contribution data is found using public U.S.
Census Bureau data.
Maureen Dewan, adjunct professor in Judaic Studies,
contributed to the Obama campaign on three occasions.
"The first time was early on ... probably during the
primaries. The second time was after he got the nomination,
and the third time was after Sarah Palin got the nod to be the
Republican VP," she said. "I found it shocking, to say the
least, that McCain, 72 years old«nd having had three bouts
with cancer, could put someone so clearly unqualified so
close to being president. I'm still sputtering ... so the final
installment was a protest against that," said Dewan.
"I believe in Obama so thoroughly, and have from the
beginning, especially after reading his first memoir. I have
contributed to most presidential campaigns since I've been
old enough to vote."

Betsy Gardner, a psychology professor, contributed $1,135 to the Obama
campaign.
"I asked myself how much would it be
worth to me to have Obama, and not McCain, win," said Gardner. "The answer is,
a hell of a lot of money."
"I decided to give at least a small fraction," she said.
Gardner, like many other supporters,
also provided funds and donations for
specific causes, including LGBT rights and
voter registration efforts.
"The $1,000 was a few months ago
through an organization that supports LGBT
rights," she said. "I wanted to give to the
Obama campaign anyway and I figured this
would send an additional message.
"The next $100 and $35 were for registering new voters and for reaching people
in swing states," she said.
Irene Mulvey, professor in mathematics and computer science, donated to Hillary
Clinton's campaign during the primary season, and also has made multiple donations
to Barack Obama.
"Given that Connecticut will surely
vote Democratic in the general election,"
said Mulvey, "it seemed like the best way
I could support and help the Democratic
ticket was by a financial contribution which
would enable them to get their message out
in states where election will be closer."

Maureen Dewan
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Professor of
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Professor
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,
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Go to
fundrace.huffingtonpost.com to see
which of your favorite celebrities, Fairfield professors,
friends and others have given money to the campaigns!

Info. Graphic by Christopher Haliskoe
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Fairfield and politics have unique history
University serves as campaign stop for multiple presidents
to several speakers in
the neo-conservative
The
On a crisp autumn morning, movement of the early
Fairfield
students and faculty gathered on 1980s.
Former President
the steps of the DiMenna-Nyslieus
ThufMlijy Navcmhsr j£i fc*j*SS
Bw It>ugv of Ifiurfktii
library with an eye turned towards Gerald Ford came to
Election Day. A young senator run- campus in tne early
ning for the Presidency used this 1980s to receive an
Aetftfrfe **j*S«<*r
stump stop as a stage to speak of honorary degree and
change and the dawn of a new gen- spoke to students and
eration for young Americans.
faculty, a speech best
known for Ford's infamous salutation followJFK and a Civil War battle
Despite its parallels to the pres- ing the address.
ent, the year was 1960, and the speak"As a young presier was Massachusetts' senator John dential scholar, I thought
Fitzgerald
"(Ford's
Kennedy,
portrayal
who de- "/ remember Ford
in the melivered a saying 7 want to thank dia) was
campaign
grossly unspeech to everyone at Fairdale
fair," said
a rally of
Fairfield
Mirror file photo
College [University]," said
politics Stopping the campaign train at North Benson: Fairfield has been a stop on many campaign
trails
Democrats
professor throughout Presidential Election history, including George H. W. Bush in Nov. 1980, as The Mirror reand youth- Fairfield's Orman.
John Or- ported then. Bush's son and current Pres. George W. Bush planned on stopping at Fairfield in 2000, but
man. "I canceled his plans after media scrutiny following a stop at anti-Catholic Bob Jones University.
ful voters,
many of whom emphatically waved was astonished when
"Fairfield supports Kennedy-John- Ford graciously thanked "Fairdale" man said. "Afterwards I said to Fa- Hall and was vigorously greeted,"
son" posters.
University. I thought, "That's my ther Kelley, " You know that event wrote then news editor Anne Marie
Kennedy's campaign stop is one guy, Gerald Ford.'"
looked political to me." He smiled Puckhaber in 'The Mirror'. "On
viewing the large crowd, Bush said
,
, „ ——that it is obvious that "Bushmania
and Stagmania go well together.'"
THE
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Reagan Wins Student Poll;
Carter Places Poor Third
by Tom Cattehan

fion»W Beeflen was the eisar
winner In a oampue-wide pel! conducted by ih* Mtiror last week. SIilnote Conerawimiirs John Anaerscn, mnninQ as an independent,
ed^ed out incumbent PreeUJeet
jimmy Carter (or second plase.
Exert raspofxSsnt w«« MK8A
tneir se*, ciaatt, dome cftttt,
--,].>■-!

;

By preferring Mr. Rsajjen over
the etna* two ©entfislete*. Peirtield
one* again disstinpuiishes iisalf
from other schools in the rejion.
to reeem poKe Harvard, Brown,
Conwfi, Princeton, PtwmRytventa,
WiiliairiB, Holy Cross, Provloenee
and Boston Coiieye ill preferred
Anderson, with Ca'tei paining second place in a nteje
schools.

ed the eeme »* poila nation-wide
w regard to l»m«i* attitude*. Of
the (erneles on oempu*. 3i% eupported Mr, fteegen, representing *
eherp difference from the *3JS%
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governor of CePfomte
Many ol the Carter supporters
era frightened by iteaow* aggressive stanoa on (oration laaue*.
As one Junior ataled, "1 feer
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Reagan's chopper landing pays off in student mock election: A 1980 Mock Election shows Reagan winning a student poll in pretty
handily,, with 36 percent of those voting. Third party candidate John Anderson came in second, ahead of then incumbent Democratic
President Jimmy Carter.

of many memorable political moments in the history of Fairfield University, a place that has witnessed
a full range of American history,
dating back to the Revolutionary
War, when the Battle of Round Hill
took place in 1779 on modern-day
Bellarmine Hall.
Fast-forward two centuries, and
Fairfield's place in the American
story is now defined by its political links, including numerous
Presidential visits and congressional
debates.
In 1956, Fairfield held the first
mock Presidential Election in the
school's history. Student polls
showed that undergraduates heavily favored Republican incumbent
Dwight D. Eisenhower over Democratic challenger Adlai Stevenson.
Renewing the tradition
Despite a respite after Kennedy's campaign appearance in
1960, the school again played host

In 1984, incumbent President and said "No, John. That was just
Ronald Reagan made a visit to one president welcoming another."
In 1988, just four days before
Fairfield during his campaign trail.
Marine One, the United State's Election Day, Alumni Hall served
Marine Corps' helicopter used for as a forum for then Vice President
presidential travel, landed on a George H.W. Bush to discuss the
field adjacent to Southwell Hall, nation's economy, his scrutiny of the
an office house located bordering
the Dolan School of Business and
"No, John. That was
PepsiCo Theatre.
Then University President jmf om r
president
Aloysius P. Kelly and several J

other University officials greeted welcoming anotherr
Reagan, marking one of the more
memorable scenes in the school's said Univ. President Fr.
political history.
At the time, Professor Orman Aloyisous Kelleyu to
was running for a seat in the House
of Representatives in Connecti- John Orman.
cut's fourth district, and was given
explicit instructions by Kelly to
refrain from any political activity
on campus.
"I was astonished when I looked
outside my office window to see a
presidential helicopter land," Or-

Massachusetts's governor Michael
Dukakis' fiscal policies, and his "no
new taxes" platform,
"After a long wait, Bush appeared on the platform in Alumni

Presidential connections
The forty-first president's ties to
Fairfield extend much further than
his Alumni Hall visit. J. Michael
Farren '77, a West Hartford, Conn,
native and Fairfield grad, served
as the deputy-director of the Bush
campaign's transition team, and
later as the deputy campaign manager for the Bush-Quayle reelection
committee.
Presently, Farren serves as
George W. Bush's Deputy White
House Counsel in the Office of
Counsel to the President.
Another alumnus, Tom J. Josefiak served as General Counsel for
the Bush-Cheney reelection campaign in 2004. Josefiak had previously served as the Chief Counsel
for the Republic National Committee (RNC) and the Chairman of
the Federal Election Commission
(FEC) during the 1988 presidential
campaign.
The younger Bush also generated on-campus political news with
a campaign speech he did not make
in 2000.
As then governor of Texas, Bush
received intense media scrutiny
following a visit to Bob Jones University, a fundamentalist, Protestant
college in South Carolina that has
been openly critical of the Catholic
Church in the past.
Bush cancelled the speech at
Fairfield to deter any further extension of the story.
As for this year's election,
neither candidate has made an appearance on campus - although
Senator John McCain held a rally
at Sacred Heart University last semester on Feb. 3. Still, if the past
is any indication, there will always
be subtle ties to the Oval Office on
North Benson Road.
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On Sept. 15, Do
kicked off this year'
book, "The Great Deluge/' ,
kley also spoke**®n the histori
"No matter whowik we vvil
dential or vice presidential role," he said.
While Brinkley touched on the strengths and weaknesses of both candidates,
he predicted that Sen. John McCain would clinch the presidency, partly due to his
smart choice in vice presidential candidate, Sarah Palin. Obama's downfall, in
Brinkley's eyes, could come due to his decision to not select Sen. Hillary Clinton
as his running mate.
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During the Week of Oct. 2,2008, students were able to register to vote at the Absentee Ballot & Voter Registration Drive
held in the BCC Monday to Friday. Students who brought
their State ID were able to register to vote in their home state
by absentee ballot, or register to vote in Connecticut on November 4. This Tuesday, Fairfield students, staff, and faculty
were encouraged to vote in the Mock Election held on October
28 in the BCC from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. in order to determine
Fairfield University's choice for president. The mock election
is a Fairfield tradition that dates back to Eisenhower beating
Democratic challenger Adlai Stevenson in 1956.
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The Great Debate:
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"We're looking at a debate held a hair's-breadth
-i .
from the elections," says Eliasoph, at the October
V
Open VISIONS Forum. "I don't think they'll be
changing anyone's minds, but it will certainly be inits.
\
m
teresting to watch."
mm
x^i
Brzezinski became a YouTube sensation in June
r~nz
2007 after she tore up and tried to burn a story of Paris
1 !
Hilton's release from jail, proving the point that she
_
'*«!*, would not lead with a story so trivial while significant
WSt/B
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news on the Iraq war was breaking.
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On the evening of Oct. 16, incumbent 4th District Republican Congressman Christopher Shays of Bridgeport
and the Democratic challenger Jim Himes of Cos Cob
participated in a 90-minute congressional debate at Fairfield University's Kelley Center.
The event was hosted by CPTV and WNPR and a student panel consisting of representatives from the College
Democrats, College Republicans and student media were
on hand to question the candidates on three significant
areas which transcend some of Fairfield University's

■^5r

"SBP

core values: national and domestic issues, international

U

and foreign issues and issues of education, and faith and
service.
Contributed Photo

foobtoto dpm.WMMB Itamm
ek after Brinkley, on Sept. 24, Jeffrey Toobin came to Fairfield
for the Open VISIONS Forum. The legal analyst for CNN Worldwide,
staff writer for The New Yorker, and best-selling author talked about his new book,
"The Nine," and the importance of this Presidential Election in particular on the future of the judicial system. With fascinating insight into the secretive world of the
Supreme Court, Toobin correlated the paths of former presidents' Supreme Court
appointments and the decisions on controversial cases. Toobin also elucidated his
opinion of how the next four years would play out with either presidential candidate in
office.
Contrary to Douglas Brinkley's views, Toobin confidently asserted that the election
was as good as done, predicting, "the race is over, Qbama has won in a long shot."

Contributed Photo

Contributed Photo

Darryl Brackeen Jr. has come onto the political seen as the
host of "Finding Our Way," a new political news show on
The HAM Channel.
The show gives a fresh perspective on politics and the new,
both on and off campus.
"This is one of the greatest elections in our lives so be sure
to be an informative voter," said Brackeen, in one broadcast
of the show.
"Future generations are depending on it. So be sure to
check out all of the great candidates big or small."
His show has featured author Diane Wilson and third party
congressional candidates: Richard Duffy and Michael Carrano. His show has also included the political views of other
students including Gina Caldwell '11 and Dana August '11.
Brackeen is a junior majoring in politics.
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What Fairfield students think about the Presidential Election
BY DREW GARLAND

CHRISTOPHER HALISKOE

169

MILLION

Registered voters in the
United States

88 . 5

PERCENT

Of registered voters that
said they voted in 2004

$195 MILLION
Amount spent in TV ads for
2008 election

25

YEARS

Difference in age (McCain
is 72, Obama is 47)

17

YEARS

Difference in U.S.
Senatorial experience (McCain was sworn in 1987,
Obama in 2005)

1457

DAYS

Length of a
Presidential term
77 DAYS
Time between election day
(November 4, 2008) and
inauguration day
(Jan. 20, 2009)
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And then the students spoke:

By the
numbers:
3Y
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There exists an old adage that one should
never talk about three things while at. social
gatherings: money, religion, and politics.
The reasoning behind that is
obviously that there is no correct answer for any one of those
three topics.
People may think they have
it, but when another disagrees,
an argument almost always ensues. If you feel that you have
heard many arguments here
around campus, but for some
reason you haven't left your
residence under a rock for the
past few months, election season is about to conclude.
America is looking at one
of its most unique and historic
elections in history, and the vast
majority of college students
will be voting in a Presidential
Election for the first time. In
fact, both campaigns have really reached out for the youth
vote in an effort to win as many
new voters as possible. College campuses have become a
hotbed for political mudslinging, and our very own Fairfield
University is no different.
Here on campus, the debates were widely and closely
watched, the New York Times
has been closely read, and even
the recently lowly Saturday
Night Live has been enthusiastically followed. It's fairly
obvious to see that students do care about
who replaces George W. Bush, whether they
feel it be Barack Obama, John McCain, or
anyone but Sarah Palin.
Obama has been religiously preaching
change throughout his entire campaign. That

alone is more than enough for some voters,
and he appeals to college students because of
his youth and charisma.
But some students feel that Obama is
much more.
"Obama is an intellectual, and an intel-

Mock Election Results
Student votes:

Barack Obama - 259 votes
John McCain - 134 votes
Ralph Nader - 14 votes

Faculty/Staff votes:

Barack Obama - 35 votes
John McCain - 7 votes
Ralph Nader - 1 votes

Total votes (450):

Barack Obama - 294 votes
John McCain - 141 votes
Ralph Nader - 15 votes
lectual like that should be in the highest
position our country can offer," said Kat
Moore '11.
Others, however, take an Obama stance
almost by default. They aren't quite proObama, but rather anti-McCain.
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Brendan Sargent '11, said that he does not
know a whole lot about politics, but he "sees
little to no change with McCain as president,"
but he goes on to say that his "confidence
grew exponentially when Senator Joe Biden
signed on as Obama's running mate.
"They are the best two candidates for the job," he said.
Throughout his campaign,
McCain has tried his best to
distance himself from lame duck
President Bush.
In recent weeks, however,
amidst widespread reports that
Obama has widened his lead
in the polls over McCain, the
Republican Senator from Arizona went on a verbal attack of
the Democratic Senator from
Illinois.
Alison MacNeill '10 is an
open supporter of McCain, but
also doesn't care too much for
his opponent.
When asked about Obama,
she said the she "doesn't believe
him to be an American," finds
him "inexperienced" and finds
his policies to be "socialist."
However, MacNeill favors
McCain's policies on taxes, citing
historical references of past failures
of tax hikes in order to criticize Mr.
Obama's plans for raised taxes.
Mac Neil's advice for the senator from Illinois: "Wait another
eight years."
All in all, this election will
prove to be ground-breaking.
If McCain wins, we will have
our first female vice president.
If Obama wins, we will have our first African
American president.
When all is said and done, if nothing else,
politics will go back to its rightful place as
social taboo for another four years.
Anyone up for a religion argument?
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1. Who would be your dream
ticket?

Al Franken - because he is already
running for office in Minnesota and Dennis Kucinich because he's a
vegan.

Redford/Newman. For living people,
replace Newman with Eastwood. Either way, they'd be sick.

Dream Loyola 07-08 ticket: Spencer Thibodeau and Darryl Brackeen,
Jr.... that is, if they don't kill each
other deciding who gets president.

2. What are most looking forward to after Nov. 4?

One: A new president - preferably
Obama. Two: Christmas music.

Thanksgiving, then Christmas.

The Glee Club trip to Bostonnn!

3. Will comedy be the same in
a post-Bush era?

I heard Palin may get her own TV
show if the VP thing doesn't work
out. So, Tina Fey has a set job.

It hasn't ever since Will Ferrell
left SNL.

Nov. 4 will bring us a new president ... and loads of new president
impersonators.

4. Is it better to be Joe the
Plumber or a hockey mom?

Both are honorable jobs but their
15 minutes have passed.

Neither. I'd rather be Cedric the
Entertainer. I didn't even realize
hockey was still around.

Despite what some might say, I'm
not sports mom material. Joe the
Plumber, however, is a maverick
with a six pack — 'nuff said.

5. Sarah Palin is ...

... thinkin' about a second career as
a model for Kawasaki glasses.

... not as hot as my housemates
think.

... in New York looking for England.
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Ralph Nader
He's the ultimate citizen who is not afraid to
delineate from the often too similar platforms of the major political parties.
- Christopher Staysniak '10
•*
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Who are you
voting for?
John McCain
Because McCains career has prepared
him to be Commander in Chief. His history of bipartisanship is the direction that
this country needs to follow.

wir

Barack Obama
We need a new strategy and a
fresh outlook on the way politics is
done in D. C."

- Ray Lynch ' 11

__
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Barack Obama

- Darryl Brackeen Jr. '10

Every intellectual and emotional part of me embraces the electrifying candidacy ofBarack Obama for President. It took courage to
believe in America's promise as a light among the nations in 1776.
For the 21st century, a President Obama offer transformative, unifying, global leadership befitting our nation's destiny. Like JFK's
quest to reach the moon, Obama promises a new launch-padfor
socialjustice, economic progress, and international partnerships.
Barack Obama
I support Barack Obama because I love
socialism and if the people who support McCain are real Americans I am glad to be a
not real American..

-Philip Eliasoph, professor of art history and director of Open
VISIONS Forum
%'%

- Donald Greenberg, professor of politics

Barack Obama
Intelligent; interests of middle class, poor
(including health care); foreign policy (negotiation first, Iraq War); restore international
reputation; will "electrify " country and world
(Powell).

John McCain
He is the first person runningfor President in my adult
lifetime who a man could be proud to serve under as
Commander in Chief, the most important job the
President has. Besides, Sarah is a hottiel

-Matt Coleman, professor of mathematics

-Robert Kelly, assistant professor of economics

Want more election coverage?
This week on fairfieldmirror.blogspot.com
FairfieldMirror « com
Thursday- 10 most humorous moments of this campaign
Friday- Open VISIONS Director and Art History
Professor Phillip Eliasoph
Saturday- It's STILL the economy stupid!
Sunday- Economics Professor Jay Buss
Monday- Twas the Night Before the Election
Tuesday- LIVE Blog as the result come in state by state
Wednesday- Recap of the election
....-:»■ ■ ■ ■
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Obama for President
With less than a week away until the Presidential Election, Americans, especially college students, have an incredibly important decision on their hands, one that will decide both the short and long-term
fate of the U.S. and abroad.
After a disappointing and dismal eight years under the Bush
administration, constituents have voiced their desire for change and
freedom from inactive and ineffective politicians.
Sen. Barack Obama, and subsequently his running mate Joe
Biden, have proven their ability to boldly lead this nation out of a
tumultuous and destructive past and present toward a more promising, stable future.
Throughout his nearly two years of campaigning, presidential
debates and involvement in public life, Obama is still undeniably
enthusiastic about his vie for the White House. Even with criticism
of his lack of experience, Obama has gained a greater sense of confidence and growth as a leader that makes him even more appealing to
a now hopeless American public that desires a new direction.
It's a fact: Current college seniors are entering one of the worst
job markets in recent history. Prospective college student and their
families cannot afford the rising cost of higher education tuition. The
economy, thus, remains a central point of concern among both young
and old voting-aged citizens.
In addition to his call for tax relief for those who earn less than
$250,000, Obama's economic outlook is both ambitious and pragmatic. Under the American Opportunity Tax Credit, the first $4,000
of a college education will be made free for Americans and will over
two-thirds of tuition at public institutions. Recipients of the credit
will only need to complete 100 hours of community service, a small
price for affordable education.
Unlike Bush's empty and failed promises, environmental and
economic concerns and solutions must be explored and implemented.
Climate change is intrinsically linked to Americans political, economic and social future. Obama's plans will create millions of jobs,
not take them away. Obama proposes the use of hybrid technologies
and an integrated cap-and-trade system that will bring America's
greenhouse gas emissions down to 80 percent by 2025 while also
stimulating the economy. The development of new renewable energy
sources through efficient technology will wean us off our dependence
off foreign oil, the root of another source of contention: the Iraq War.
Thousands of soldiers have died and America has been plunged
into a trillion dollar tax deficient. The Bush administration's blind yet
voracious appetite for oil and the combat the ideal of terrorism has
been to the detriment of the young and courageous men and women.
Obama and Biden call for a systematic withdrawal from Iraq - by the
summer of 2010 - and promote increased diplomacy and humanitarian relief in the Middle East.
New. Hope. Change: These are three terms most commonly associated with the presidential candidates. Yet, when compared to Sen.
John McCain and inexperienced VP candidate Sarah Palin, Barack
Obama and Joe Biden have clearly outlined their plans to put America on track toward a more reliable and exciting future.

Jf. JjL .Jf.

444

m

JBJ 51

Himes for Congress
Although many Fairfield students are not registered to vote in the
Fourth Congressional District, which represents both the University
and the region, it is still an important race for the campus.
Jim Himes represents change, a word that has been thrown
around a lot by Democratic presidential candidate Barack Obama
and the rest of his party. Himes is only 42 years old, while the incumbent, Republican Christopher Shays, is 63 and has served in the
House of Representatives since 1987.
Shays may bring experience, but after so many years of representing the people of Connecticut, its time for him to be pushed
aside. Himes is energetic and brings a new outlook on life. He was
born in Lima, Peru, to American parents and speaks both English
and Spanish, which provides him with a very advantageous tool in a
region that includes many Hispanic people.
He was raised in a household that encouraged public service, his
father worked for the nonprofit Ford Foundation and for UNICEF
in South America. His mother instilled the hard-working values of
a single-mother, after bringing Himes and his two siblings back to
America in 1976.
Following his graduation from college Himes found an entrylevel job at Goldman-Sachs & Co. and worked his way to the top,.
rising all the way to vice president in just 12 years. But instead of
riding his success for a paycheck, he decided to give back, taking a
job at the nonprofit Enterprise Community Partners, working to alleviate urban poverty.
With four years of experience working directly with those in the
urban regions of the Northeast, Himes is the perfect candidate to
take his knowledge, both of banking and the suffering of others, to
Washington in this tough economic time.
Shays is well respected and a great leader, but in this time it
is the tax-relief platform of Himes that is more important. He has
called for more renewable energy sources as well, which will eventually help the economy in its own way.
As a Democrat, Himes has an opportunity to do what his fellow
party members have failed to do over the past few elections. Diane
Farrell lost by under five percentage points in both of the past elections and as other Democrats in New England took Congressional
seats, Shays remained as the lone Republican member of the House
from the region.
Himes has called for a change and he has the background and
enthusiasm to truly bring it about. He has enough real-world experience to know what it truly takes to help the country and he has the
motivation to do it.
Editorial Board
Alexandra Gross - Editor in Chief
Tom Cleary - Managing Editor
Lily Norton - Assistant Managing Editor
Veronica Florentino - Commentary Editor
Melissa Mann - Assistant Commentary Editor
Chris Simmons- News Editor
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We showed you ours, now you show us yours
Send comments to mirror.comment®gmail.com
Were you happy with the candidates?
How will this election affect our nation?
Who would you like to see on the ballot?
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Politics professor talks
about the ups and

History is just days away:
I—7

BY JOHN ORMAN

special interests in Washington to make
change.
Palin is an executive, who is a maverick who will take on the special interests. She is very pretty and she relates to
the average American person.
Barack Obama is the new face of
progressive change in America. He has
transcended racial issues to become the
Tiger Woods of presidential politics. He
is thoughtful and decent. He has proposals for the problems that we face.
Joe Biden is a strong candidate with
foreign policy credentials.
But just maybe you heard McCain
is too old and a warmonger. He is President Bush's third term incarnate and he
is really angry. Palin has no clue what is
going on. She is unprepared to be VicePresident, let alone President. She was
the worst choice for V-P since television.
Obama, you may have heard is maybe a
Marxist, Muslim, socialistic communist
who is unpatriotic. He has no experience.
Biden is too old and a washed up political
hack. He says stupid things even more
so that Palin.
There you have it. Good luck on
your vote choice. Sit back and watch the
results and see if your candidate wins.
Whoever wins, we will have historic
firsts in terms of race, gender, age. Let
the games conclude.

What a great election we have on Nov.
4. We have two highly qualified presidential candidates from our major parties and
we have a few others to pick from.
This has been one of the longest presidential races in history.
Remember John McCain's campaign
was a total failure last summer in 2007 and
most pundits waited for McCain to drop out.

"But just maybe you heard
McCain is too old and a warmonger ... Obama, you may
have heard is maybe a Marxist, Muslim, socialistic communist who is unpatriotic."
Rudy Guiliani was the Republican frontrunner and we were reminded not to forget
about the charisma of Fred Thompson.
Hillary Clinton had the Democratic
nomination locked up in summer 2007 but
the new face Barack Obama might give her
a good run for his money. Keep you eyes
on John Edwards we were told. I told the
late great Tim Russert at an Open Visions
event in September of 2005 that the race
would finally end up in 2008 between John
McCain and Condi Rice versus Hillary
Clinton and Barack Obama.
I was wrong. Then Rudy refused to
compete in the early contests in Iowa and
New Hampshire. He lost Florida and it
was over. Obama beat Clinton in a Democratic primary race that was for the ages.
He picked Biden to be his running mate.
McCain revived his campaign and had the
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Fairfield's Oracle of the Oval Office: Orman's knowledge on the presidency have been
put to the test during the most anticipated Presidential Election in history.
nomination locked up for the most part
in February. He had the longest amount
of time to focus in on one decision. Who
would be his running mate? He picked
Alaska Governor Sarah Palin.

*+*

Now if you have been listening to the
24/7 political channels and the advertisements McCain is a war hero, maverick
who knows how to get Osama Bin Laden.
He is an independent who will take on the
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Editor's Note: John Orman is the
politics department chair at Fairfield
and an expert on the American Presidency and American pop culture.
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Chattin'with Chapin:
Not an absentee ballot, but an absence of ballot
BY ANDREW CHAPIN

With election day less than a week away, I could not
think of a day that has become more insignificant to me
over the years than Election Day. I remember being a
senior in high school and adamantly waiting for my Nov.
3 birthday to come so I could be eligible to vote.
Being that it was my first election,.I was as giddy
as a freshman at the Point for the first time. I felt like
my vote, in the state of New York, was going to make
the difference in the Bush - Kerry election.
But it didn't. And it never will'. I am not an
America-hater by any means; I, myself, choose not to
vote in a two party system that, ultimately, leads voters to choose from the lesser of two evils. Americans
have more freedoms than Fairfield University students
do; however, until a third party candidate has an equal
chance of winning a major political election, until a third
party candidate serves more than just a vote stealer for
one of the two major parties, I will not be voting.
Apparently, I am not alone in this view. America has
been, over the years, one of the worst voting countries
among the well established democracies. According to
Fairvote.org, in 1996, only 49 percent of age-eligible
voters actually voted. That number increased to 51
percent in 2000, and 55 percent in 2004.
It is encouraging to see people taking an interest
in politics; however, these increased numbers do not
change the fact that 86 percent of people who make
$75,000 or more voted last election, while only 52
percent who made $15,000 or less voted.
People tell me that my position means that I have
no right to speak out when I feel neglected by the
government. And I do not because, no matter what I

have no qualm.
Politics is dictated by money, especially as the stakes
increase. I support local politics, county politics that specifically impact the people. As far as I'm concerned, most
of the talking heads in Congress are merely wind bags
with a smile. When appeasing certain, influential
groups takes precedent over the will of the people,
I stop concerning myself with politics.
I hear so much propaganda from the media,
my classmates and, worst of all, my teachers. The
internet offers me the opportunity to peruse various
news mediums and formulate my opinions based
from those sources.
Certain teachers feel it is their societal obligation to assess the political landscape at any and
all times of the class. Sometimes it is related to
the lesson, other times they're just venting about
President Bush. I am neither a democrat, nor a
republican, but there is a time and a place for a
discussion to take place.
My least favorite is the student who echoes
his/her teacher's liberal sentiments. Sometimes,
when they're talking, I wonder if they rehearse their
statements in the bathroom mirror before class. And
I'm not talking in terms of articulating words and
sentences; I am saying that these students sound
like a teacher's tape recorder.
Most Fairfield politics classes are clearly
biased toward one side of the political specPeter Caty/The Mirror
trum. Everyone is entitled to their own opinion;
Not for everyone: While many student will find their way to the polls however, I should not be subjected to someone
on Election Day, some will remain far from the voting booth.
else's political beliefs just because they feel like
voicing them.
say, it is not going to change our personal predicament.
It only adds to the commotion that is a political discussion because everyone thinks they are right and nobody
will concede their position. The government will do as
it will, and until it infringes on my personal rights, I will
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Candidate Checklist: What views do these guys have?
By
Annie Rooney
We should wait as long as possible! McCain believes
that U.S. forces need to stay in Iraq until a stable Iraqi
government is installed. An end to this war is something McCain optimistically hopes for but his first
priority is getting stabilizing the government in Iraq.

Senator Obama has been vocally opposed to
the War in Iraq since it first started. After a
visit to the Middle East in late July, Obama
restated his commitment to a 16-month timetable for the removal of American Troops
from Iraq.

Opposes it. On Monday, April 28, McCain said,
"I've made it very clear that what I want is for
families to make decisions about their health care,
not government, and that's the fundamental difference between myself and Sen. Obama and Sen.
Clinton. They want the government to make the
decisions, I want the families to make decisions."

Favors it. At a Democratic debate on Jan. 31,
2008, Obama said, "Families all across the
country are struggling with everything from
back-breaking health care costs to trying to
stay in their homes. What they're struggling
with is they can't afford the health care. And
so I emphasize reducing costs. My belief is
that if we make it affordable, if we provide
subsidies to those who can't afford it, they
will buy it."

What is your stance of abortion?

Pro-life. When McCain spoke at the Conservative Political Action Conference in Washington,
D.C. on Feb. 7, 2008, he exclaimed, "I have
proudly defended my 24-year pro-life record."

Pro-choice. At the Democratic candidates
debate on April 26, 2007, Obama said, " I
think that most Americans recognize that this
is a profoundly difficult issue for the women
and families who make these decisions. They
don't make them casually. And I trust women
to make these decisions, in conjunction with
their doctors and their families and their
clergy, and I think that's where most Americans are."

Should the Federal Government lift
restrictions on offshore oil drilling?

Yes. On Aug. 1, 2008, the Associated Press reported that McCain supports offshore oil drilling
because it would provide financial relief in the rising cost of energy.

No. According to the Associated Press,
Obama is opposed to offshore oil drilling because it does not solve the root of the energy
crisis. On July 31, 2008 Obama said, "Offshore oil drilling will have little impact on
prices. It won't lower prices today. It won't
lower prices during the next administration.
In fact, we won't see a drop of oil from this
drilling for almost 10 years."

Which of the following issues are
most important in the public education system?

Increase governmental vouchers for private
schools, increase number of charter schools and
help unqualified teachers find other lines of work.
At a Republican debate on Dec. 9, 2007, McCain
said, "Choice and competition is the key to success in education in America. That means charter
schools, that means home schooling, it means
vouchers, it means rewarding good teachers and
finding bad teachers another line of work."

Improve early childhood education, offer
scholarships for education degrees, and make
public universities more affordable. On Nov.
20, 2007, Domenico Montanaro of MSNBC
reported that, "Obama's education plan calls
for: (1) full funding for educational programs
from birth to 5 years old; (2) increasing the
number of teachers through scholarships
and incentive grants for taking challenging
assignments; (3) prioritizing math and science education; and (4) focusing on parental
responsibility.

What is the best way to improve
the state of our economy?

Lowering corporate tax rates and establishing the
2001, 2003 Bush tax cuts as permanent. McCain
states, "I voted on the tax cuts because I knew
that unless we had spending under control, we
were going to face a disaster. We let spending get
completely out of control. Of course, those tax cuts
have to remain — remain permanent, otherwise
people experience a tax increase."

Obama plans to target tax cuts aimed at
working families, seniors, homeowners and
the unemployed. In a Democratic presidential debate on Feb. 21, 2008, Obama said
"We have to restore a sense of fairness and
balance to our economy. We have to end the
Bush tax cuts to the wealthy and provide tax
breaks to middle-class Americans and working Americans who need them."

When should we pull our troops out
of Iraq?

Do you favor or oppose the idea of
universal healthcare?
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Bring me to the polls, to help you vote for the next Commander in Chief.

